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Key Agencies establish Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum

In an important move, Fingal Development Board, Dublin Airport Authority plc and Fingal County Council have recently come together to establish the Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum. Dublin Airport passenger numbers grew to 17 million in 2004 and this is projected to grow to 30 million passengers by 2020.  Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum will involve a key stakeholders group to include the Dublin Airport Authority, Airport users, the local authority, and organisations representing business and community interests to provide a formal and effective medium for discussing and influencing the key issues central to the future expansion and sustainable development of the Airport.

Given it scale, Dublin Airport is of international and national importance and it represents the single most significant economic activity in Fingal and the Greater Dublin region.  It is estimated that the Airport generates €300 million annually in the local economy and contributes a total of €900 million to the Greater Dublin economy.  Fingal Councillor Ciarán Byrne, Cathaoirleach of the Fingal Development Board, in welcoming the establishment of the Stakeholders Forum said, “As Chairman of the Fingal Development Board I acknowledge the hard work of all the Board members concerned, whose effort and commitment have made the establishment of this important Forum possible”.  Robert Hilliard, Director Dublin Airport said, “I have long held the view that a Stakeholders Forum on Dublin Airport is the ideal platform to meet collectively with the many local and business representatives that the airport touches almost on a daily basis.   I genuinely believe that engaging in constructive dialogue, in a more formalised setting, Dublin Airport and the many representative groups on the Forum can achieve mutual understanding with tangible results on the issues that are of concern to the Airport’s neighbouring communities.”

This move by key agencies aims to provide an effective forum for the discussion of all matters concerning the development and operation of the airport, which have an impact on users, customers of the airport and on people living and working in the surrounding communities. The value of such a forum is highlighted by the fact that that Dublin Airport is home to one fifth of Fingal’s total employment with over 120 cross-sectoral enterprise operations including Aviation, Logistics, Catering, Hotels and Services. Airlines and handling agents alone account for about half of the 12,000 jobs operating at the Airport.  John Tierney, Fingal County Manager in addressing the setting up of the Forum outlined, “As the largest centre of economic activity in the country, and a key employer in Fingal the operation of the airport is bound to give rise to difficulties and conflicts of interest. The bringing together of Dublin Airports Stakeholders will provide an invaluable means to minimise these conflicts.”

A key consideration in the operation of this Forum will be the appointment of an independent external chairperson (remunerated by the three bodies establishing the Forum) who will chair the Forum for three years. The administrative and secretarial services, and costs associated with the operation of the Forum, will be provided by the Fingal Development Board, through funding received from the Dublin Airport Authority plc and Fingal County Council. 

Details of the Forum will be posted on the FDB website at www.fdb.ie
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Background Note for Editor

Fingal Development Board

The Fingal Development Board is a multi-agency body set up to co-ordinate and integrate the planning and delivery of services by state and state funded agencies.

The FDB is made up of representatives from a wide range of organisations including local government, local development, social partners and state agencies sectors; most of the organisations and agencies that provide public services in Fingal. These include the education sector, the health sector, the business sector, trade union movement, agriculture and the Gardai. The community and voluntary sector are also represented on the Board. 

Work of Fingal Development Board

The long-term task of the Board is to maximise the effectiveness of spending on government including state agency programmes and infrastructure in the County. More specifically the Board includes: -

· Developing a county strategy for economic, social and cultural development; 

· Providing focus for co-operation on a continuing basis at county level in the work of the various agencies delivering services in the county

· Promoting greater co-ordination (joined-up implementation) in the delivery of services and eliminate overlaps. 

Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural Development 2002 – 2011

The Board, in consultation and collaboration with a wide range of public bodies, voluntary groups and the general public set out it’s collective vision for the long term development of the County in the FDB Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural Development 2002 – 2011. The Strategy, identified the critical issues facing Fingal as: County Identity, Land Use Planning, Transportation, Economic Development, Housing, Health and Social Services, Lifelong Learning and Environmental Services.

The FDB Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural Development was launched in May 2002 and the Board put in place a number of monitoring and implementation structures to oversee the implementation of the Strategy. 

Better Local Government

At the heart of our strategy is the firm belief that improved planning and communication at a local level will lead to better local government, greater integration and co-ordination in the delivery of public services and an enhanced quality life for the citizens of Fingal.
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