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CSO Release shows high birth rate, high survival rate and in Fingal in 2004

Figures released through the Central Statistics Office in July make interesting reading according to the Fingal Development Board. The figures relate to all the Births, Deaths and Marriages that happened in the state in 2004. These Statistics are now compiled and disaggregated on a Fingal basis as a result of  curiousity about the makeup of the local population. Statistics, particularly those which reflect trends in Fingal are thin on the ground because the next Census is not due until April 2006. 

The Fingal Development Board has evolved a role in highlighting and discussing all kinds of data about Fingal."We suspect that there see is more interest in demographic data in Fingal than there would be in established urban areas", says Ciaran Byrne, Chairperson of the Board, who continues: "Perhaps this is because the County is growing quickly and there is significant pressure on the existing bank of public services." 
From the 2004 Vital Statistics it is possible to see a few interesting trends:

· The growth rate of Fingal is reflected in the large number (4,326) of births that occurred in 2004. This number of births alone would constitute a 2.2% rise in the population just for that year. Population projections done for the Board anticipate 4,000 births per year until 2011 at least. However, the total population growth will be much larger in the coming years because it will principally involve people moving into Fingal rather than being born here

· The average age of Mothers giving birth for the first time in County Fingal is higher than the State and Dublin Regional
 average, so this means Fingal women are waiting just that little bit longer before starting a family (29.1 years)

· Births outside marriage in Fingal tend to happen somewhat earlier in a Mother's life. The average age of women giving birth outside marriage is 25.8 years. While the decline in the traditional family structure continues, the numbers of Children born outside marriage in Fingal (29.9%) is not as high as elsewhere, for example Dublin City 45.5% and South Dublin 37.6%. The Fingal Development Board is very aware of the risks to such children (for example they are three times as likely to live in Poverty) and a plan exists to help eliminate some of these risks 

· Fingal has one of the lowest rates of Infant Mortality in the Dublin Region and the State, which is 3.7 per thousand of live births.  By comparison Dublin City (5.9) and South Dublin (5.6) have Infant Mortality rates which are dramatically higher. Deaths occurring among new-borns are also very low in Fingal at 2.3 per thousand, which is one of the lowest in the entire state

· Measures of Mortality among the entire population show Fingal as having a death rate lower only to Galway City. In 2004 a total of 767 persons in Fingal died, which puts the official death rate for the year at 3.8 per thousand. This is very similar to South Dublin at 3.9 per thousand, but much lower than Dublin City (7.9) and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown (6.5). This reflects a very young population. Because the number of occurrences per head of population calculates the death rate it will take some decades for Fingal's death rate to align with that of the Dublin Region

· The causes of death in Fingal are more or less in line with those elsewhere. 235 people died from various types of cancer, which is about 30% of all deaths. Road Traffic Accidents accounted for less than 1% of Deaths
Senan Turnbull explains, “Service Planning for this growing population is next to impossible without up to date statistics like these. While this CSO release is to be welcomed, several other statistics are still disaggregated on a “County Dublin” basis, which prevents us measuring our service needs as a County. The Board has committed to work with various state agencies to improve the level of data available on a Fingal basis.”
� Dublin Region = Fingal, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, South Dublin and Dublin City





