[image: image1.jpg]fingal comhairle na nég

THE VOICE OF FINGAL YOUTH




Submission to the Fingal Development Plan 2005 – 2011

Introduction

Comhairle na nOg is a recently established consultative mechanism involving locally elected children and young people. It is overseen by the Fingal Development Board and has a steering committee with representatives from Fingal County Council, Blakestown and Mountview Neighbourhood Youth Project, Co-operation Fingal, County Dublin VEC, Fingal County Childcare Committee and Barnardos.

Background info 

The National Children’s Strategy, “Our Children – Their Lives” was launched by the Government in November 2000. This strategy sets out a series of objectives to guide children’s policy over the next decade. The first National Goal states that

“Children will have a voice in matters which affect them and their views will be given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity”.

One of the measures set out in the strategy to achieve this goal is the establishment of Dáil na Óg, which will give children a voice at national level. The Dáil na Óg will meet once a year under the auspices of the Minister for Children and a report on the outcome will subsequently be published. The objectives of the Dail are to:

· Provide a forum where children, who are representative of their peers, can raise and debate issues of concern to them.

· Act as a mechanism whereby children’s concerns can be fed into the development of public policy making.

· Provide a model for children’s participation, which can be developed at local level with links to the national Dail.

· Support civic, social and personal development in children,

· Provide a locus for children to hear and learn about the experiences of other children growing up in Ireland.

The first Dail was held on 5th September 2001 and the majority of the 250 delegates present had already participated in the consultation process on the National Children’s Strategy.

In order to ensure local representation, the Minister for Children instructed each County and City Development Board to establish a local Comhairle from which representatives would be selected for the second Dáil na Óg in October 2002. This mechanism would then be renewed on a yearly basis and the learning gained from the process would be passed on to each new batch of representatives.

2002 /2003 Consultation Process  

The selection of delegates for both the 2002 and 2003 Fingal Comhairle na nOg has now taken place and over 300 children and young people from the entire county were consulted on a number of topical issues. Groups were arranged according to the council electoral areas, thus mirroring the usual adult electoral structures. However unlike the adults the delegates were further divided into age appropriate groups to facilitate a more meaningful debate, i.e. 7 –12 years of age, and 13 –17 years of age.

Issues covered by the 2002 & 2003 Comhairle included:

· Environment

· Play and Recreation Facilities for Young People

· Contribution to the Community and Policy making

· Safety within the Community

· Drugs and Alcohol

· Planning, Housing and Transport

· Education

The participants were drawn from both mainstream and minority groups across the county and invitations were extended to primary and secondary schools, early school leavers, children from minority groups, travellers, asylum seekers, disability groups and children living in residential care. Twenty-four delegates were finally chosen to represent the voice of almost 60,000 young residents of Fingal County.

Overall comments and feedback

As the representative group of so many children and young people the following comments reflect what we all feel about the places that we live and learn in within Fingal County. As participants in a new and evolving democratic process we feel that Comhairle na nOg is a useful vehicle for making us, as young people, more politically aware. It is also a way for us to have a voice at local and national level. We believe that many of the comments expressed during our own consultation process are of particular interest to Fingal County Council and the most relevant have therefore been included in this submission.

In response to the question “What should be done to fill gaps / improve the situation and who should do this?” many participants identified the Local Authority as having a key role. However, few of us were aware of the location of Fingal County Council offices.

One workshop examined our experiences as young people in contributing to decisions that affect various elements of our lives. Discussions involved issues of governance, schools and school councils. In the main, the majority of us felt that very few people listened to us as we were under 18. We believe that because we do not have a vote we are not listened to - even though we might suffer from decisions made by those who can. The Comhairle, and this Submission Document, are opportunities for us to start disproving that theory.

Recommendations (based on FCC Headings)

The conclusions of all 300 participants are outlined below in line with the recommended headings
 and are quoted verbatim from the Fingal Comhairle na nOg 2002 and 2003 reports.

Population and Future Housing Trends

Issues identified included the design of houses and housing estates and the lack of visible links between residents and the Local Authority.

Solutions:
· Local Authority houses could have bigger bathrooms and a second toilet downstairs.

· Houses need to have side gates in order to get wheelie bins into back gardens.

· Housing estates need to have facilities such as shops and parks established as part of the development of the area, otherwise shops could be miles away. Therefore Planners need to include essential shops in development plans i.e. supermarket / chemist / bank / post office.

· There should be green spaces in every estate and estates should be separated by green spaces.

· More street lighting to discourage anti-social behaviour (“More street lights would make it safer at night”, Andrew aged 11)

· Houses should be built in areas that are not used for other things.

· People should have say in the number of houses built in any one estate.

· People should let the Council know their ideas.

·  “One Stop Shop” health facilities would be of great benefit in some areas, where there would be a doctor, dentist, and chemist in the one place.

Transportation

Issues identified included the need to feel safe on the open road as well as within housing estates. For example, the impact of alcohol on road safety and the problem of speeding concerned many of the young people. (“More fines for drunk drivers”, Lisa, aged 13)

Solutions:

· There could be more cycle and bus lanes

· More speed ramps in estates

· Wider roads or better parking facilities in estates

· More parking space for parents who drive their children to school

Heritage & Conservation (Natural Heritage)

This was an area that generated a lot of concern across all age groups and issues such as littering, dog fouling and pollution were talked about at great length.

Solutions:

· More litter wardens

· Maintaining and replacing trees

· Encourage educational initiatives such as Community clean up days

· Placing more litter bins outside shops

· Have the public make contributions to the maintenance of the environment

· Enhance the natural areas such as the bay / harbour

· Encourage the placement of recycling banks in all communities and more education in schools.

Community Development

The Fingal Comhairle na nOg accepts that collective responsibility is important and involves generating greater respect for the places we live in. There is a need for greater communication between community councils / local clubs, residents associations, and the Local Authority. If the views of young people are to be taken seriously then our Comhairle represents an ideal mechanism to begin a productive and ongoing relationship of consultation between Fingal County Council and the young residents living in its boundaries. 

However consultation is just the first step. In order for this to be meaningful we as participants need to be supported to become more actively involved in direct policy making decisions through participation on SPCs and the Community Forum. As previously stated the majority of children and young people who took part in this process felt that their voices were not heard when it came to areas of community development. 85% of them expressed pride in where they came from but expressed the view that social improvement should happen for everybody, no matter what area you came from.

Among the issues we discussed was the need to feel safe within our own community, and the need to make existing community centres more accessible to young people in general. It was stated that some centres are not “youth friendly, they don’t want young people in them”. The word “hostile” was used to describe the attitude of some community centre staff/management to young people. Many participants also felt a lack of community spirit and experienced the sense of the community divided by generations

Solutions:

· Local Authorities need to create safe areas where young people can gather. (The need for security was highlighted to prevent older people (i.e. young adults) abusing the play areas at night).

· More neighbourhood Watch

· Develop Community newsletters and a Fingal Children’s Website, which would link children into other areas to find out local news, developments and events.

· More After-School projects

· Tennis courts should be built

· Schools should be built in the middle of housing estates

· There should be crèches put into estates

· Facilities need to be more accessible to people with disabilities.

· There should be better fences in some areas so that cars can’t get through. 

Towns, Districts and Local Centres

All of the young people and children who took part in the 2002 & 2003 Comhairles were able to name a variety of positive things in their area ranging from open spaces to Summer programmes. They also identified key centres within their respective geographic locations such as Draiocht in Blanchardstown and the Pavilions Shopping Centre in Swords. The absence of facilities such as Skate parks or other leisure facilities and activities within their own community often leads to the “hanging around” behaviour within town centres. 

Recreation, Leisure and Tourism

Many of the issues discussed are just as applicable to the Housing and Community Development sections of this submission and many of us were quite concerned about the absence of play and leisure facilities (particularly highlighted in Skerries and Huntstown). It is the absence of facilities that in many cases leads to the “hanging around” type of behaviour that annoys so many other residents.

Solutions:

· Play areas need to be supervised. 

· Development of further clubs, activities and facilities for the over 16’s Playgrounds should be included in all the planning of estates

· Need for planned parks with skate parks, basketball/tennis courts, swings/soft play surfaces, grass areas, and facilities for games, sports, youth clubs etc to give young people something positive to do.

· Ongoing repair and maintenance of play facilities (“There is always big puddles under the swings and the rust gets on your clothes” Conor, aged 12).

Conclusions

Over 300 children and young people have given their views on the issues that are concerning them as residents of Fingal County. If the consultation is to be meaningful it needs to have tangible results. 24 young people have been chosen to represent close to 60,000 young people in Fingal, thereby working towards fulfilling Gaol One of the National Children’s Strategy. We would ask that Fingal County Council take the above submission into consideration when drawing up and prioritising actions within the 2005 – 2011 County Development Plan.

Contact Details
The Fingal Comhairle na nOg would be more than happy to meet with Fingal County Council representatives should any further detail or clarification regarding be needed. 

The main contact in relation to this submission is:

Hilary Kendlin

Strategy Development Officer

Fingal Development Board

Mainscourt

23 Main Street

Swords

Fingal 

Co. Dublin

Tel: 
890 6233

E-mail: hilary.kendlin@fingalcoco.ie
� “Your Fingal: A guide to having your say in the Fingal Development Plan 2005 –2011”.








