FINGAL GROOMS THE NEXT GENERATION OF POLITICIANS

Both the Fingal Development Board and Fingal County Council are determined that the future development of the County will be informed by the views of young people who stand to gain - or lose - depending on how future growth and development is planned.

At the request of the Department of Health and Children the recently established Fingal Comhairle na nÓg will be like a small version of Fingal County Council. It will provide a forum for local children to discuss and suggest changes of benefit to the County. The government recognized the value of listening to children and young people when it published the National Children’s Strategy in November 2001. The Strategy stated that  "Children will have a voice in matters which affect them and their views will be given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity”.

The Fingal Comhairle na nÓg will also elect 7 children and one reserve person onto the national Dáil na nÓg, which held its first meeting in 2001 and is due to meet again in September 2002. 

The Fingal Development Board has recently developed a dedicated web service to promote the concept of Comhairle na nÓg on a local and national basis.  The site includes background information on Comhairle as well as a host of links that the Board feel will be of interest in children and young people in Fingal.

Chairperson of the Fingal Development Board, Cllr. Anne Devitt believes in the importance of promoting an interest in politics at a young age.  “Everyone is aware of the problem of low electoral turn out and we in the Fingal Development Board want to play our part in encouraging young people to become involved in political debate and discussion.  Not only about issues concerning their area, but also about international issues such as environment and fair trade.  Our site has a host of resources which will benefit school children undertaking projects as well as children and parents who wish gain a grasp of the bigger picture”

Visitors to the site will see links that range from The Whitehouse, to the Irish Government to UNICEF.  You can take the Cyber School Bus and find out virtually anything about every country in the United Nations.  And, just for fun while you are there you can visit the NASA Kennedy Space Centre and take a virtual tour, or upload your pictures and drawing to The International Children’s Art Archive.  You can also learn about important political figures such as Martin Luther King and influential young people such as Anne Frank. 

For further information on Comhairle na nÓg in Fingal contact the Fingal Development Board, Mains Court, 23 Main Street, Swords, County Fingal or send an email marked Comhairle na nÓg to: fingaldev@fdb.ie

Press contact; Emer Coleman 087 908 77 87 

Attached photographs show young people in Fingal participating in a recent Comhairle na nÓg Workshop.

Website: http://www.fdb.ie/comhairle1.htm
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