Cultural Diversity Awareness in a Changing Fingal

On the 4th of April 2006, and for the first time in the short history of Fingal County Council a short meeting was held in the Council Chamber between Councillors, Staff and Members of Minority Ethnic Communities.

The meeting was held in the context of National Cultural Diversity week and spearheaded a number of other events and meetings that Fingal County Council and other state agencies are doing around the county.

The Cathaoirleach, who delivered a welcome speech to all participants highlighted how Minority Ethnic Groups and Fingal County Council need to create a relationship and dialogue which will lead to greater mutual understanding between the newly arrived and indigenous communities. Her speech highlighted a number of events and projects that are underway which will help us to build this relationship.
Cllr. Maher also highlighted that the extent growth in the Minority Ethnic Communities will be measured in the 2006 Census. She further explained that: 

“..the 2002 Census saw 8% of Fingal’s population as non-Irish nationals. If forecasts are correct this might be recorded as 13 or 14% in the 2006 Census which is to be carried out on the 23rd of April.”
The meeting was held in order to formalise this relationship and Cllr. Maher looked forward to the strenghtening of that relationship into the future.

For more details about this event, please contact:

Ciarán Staunton, Fingal Development Board, County Hall, Swords.

(Tel: 890 6231 / E-mail: ciaran.staunton@fingalcoco.ie)

