Report Launched in Swords

An important report was launched in County Hall, Swords by the Fingal Development Board on the 17th of October with various elected members of the Council, Community Activists and Officials from state agencies present. The report looks at the potential of using statistical data on the population and service needs of people in Fingal on a more

localised basis than what has been done up to now.

"This is a source of frustration for many of the bodies and groups working on a local basis", says Councillor Ciaran Byrne who is chairman of the Board. "The first problem is that lots of data held by state agencies appears only on a Dublin Regional or County Dublin basis and beyond that we are often unable to infer much about the local populations in towns like Blanchardstown, Swords or Balbriggan. This is not something the Fingal Development Board could allow to happen for much longer as the growth of the local population is dramatic and we need to ensure that we continue to get adequate service and infrastructure development in the local neighbourhoods. In some instances we don't have adequate figures to back up our case to Central Government and the implementation of the recommendations in this report will allow us to remove these barriers."

The report was commissioned by a group of state and state-funded agencies including Blanchardstown Area Partnership, Fingal County Council, the Health Service Executive, County Dublin VEC. An Garda Siochana, FAS, and Department of Social and Family Affairs. The group was chaired by Ms. Ann Brophy who is a member of the Fingal Community Forum and has worked in the Community sector for 15 years. Ann points out that the whole exercise was done in the best interests of the public and that time was spent discussing how the outputs of the project would release data that would not breach Data Protection privacy protocols or identify any individual citizen.

This group had access to expertise from Tekenable, who are Information Technology Consultants. Each of these agencies has now committed to providing certain datasets to a central resource that geo-codes it. After this we can look at the data on a Fingal basis, on a town basis, and on a District basis. The report contains several findings that were based on Tekenable's audit of all the various database systems used by the state

organisations in Fingal.

The findings were as follows:
· Data owners are willing to share data; 

· The quality of the data in the systems encountered is high;

· Fingal Geography is not recognised by any; 

· Statistical data that does not identify individuals does not breach the Data Protection Act; 

· The agencies have fears about misinterpretation of the data; 

· There are a multiplicity of technologies in which data is stored;
Recommendations in the Tekenable Report

· All State Agencies who are members of the Board should transfer data for geo-coding to a Fingal basis

· The Board should fully support the proposed new national postcode system, on condition that the new postcode system coheres with the Fingal boundary; 

· DEDs should be adopted as a standard for small area geography within databases; 

· The Board should choose, establish or engage an independent body to act as the geo-coding agent; 

· The Board should develop a Fair Use Policy for its member agencies to avoid the misinterpretation of data;

· The Board should set up a pilot project called the Fingal Data Hub to start sharing the data; 

· Electronic systems should replace the current outdated paper formats in some of the agencies
To get a copy of the report please consult the FDB website www.fdb.ie. If you have a data query about your local area please contact:

Ciaran Staunton,

Fingal Development Board

01-8906231

087-9087676
