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The FDB has submitted five documents to FCC County Development Planning process over the last 19 months.  Can the plan refer to the FDB input in the Additional Inputs section or Public Consultation section?   


FDB General Comments:
POLICY OVERVIEW:

A possible ‘win - win’ solution may be to provide a small section on Fingal Development Board and its current implementation programmes and the potential impact they can have on the development plan and its wider strategic / policy issues.
Insert - Fingal Development Board has set out a number of proposals which we believe, will further enhance the County Development Plan's overall Quality of Life approach and its wider impact in Fingal.

FDB recommends that the strategy implementation phase includes relevant and stretching key annual targets/ performance indicators to help guide Fingal County Councils future implementation programmes.

The above could directly link into the FCC Corporate Strategy 2005-2009 and various FCC delivery Depts and their annual operational / business plans.

Insert at Page Seven, The O’ Driscoll Strategy Review Group report ‘ Ahead of the Curve’.  This specifically refers to Infrastructure Investment being placed 'in advance of market demand'. 

Insert at Economic Section ‘FDB recognizes that hard choices have to be made in the interest of the citizens, visitors and businesses visiting and running businesses in the County’. 

It also recommends that more ‘social development initiatives will need to be developed and integrated into hard core infrastructural and planning related policy objectives and services across the region as the county progresses over the lifetime of the development plan.
Insert in Housing Policy – FDB recognises that the lack of available primary school places and related facilities located adjacent to new housing developments continues to be a problem nationally, regionally and indeed in Fingal.

FDB recommends that ‘FCC jointly accelerate its efforts with the Dept of Education and others to increase new school provision adjacent to new housing developments in Fingal.’ 

High Density Issues -  FDB recommends that ‘a separate policy for high density residential design needs to be introduced by FCC as part of the new development planning process’. This may be done already?
FDB keen to ensure that ‘differing standards of new housing quality exist within the affordable housing sector through out the sector’.   
Insert FDB are keen to see that ‘FCC monitor and track the ongoing impacts on the social landscape of the county’ and that FDB keen to see that new community initiatives can be readily put in place to address the potential conflicts and issues in the community. 

FDB recognises that  ‘ new housing developments are prevalent in a number of areas, limited or no social infrastructure such as playgrounds, community centres, open spaces exists in these areas’

The plan talkes consideration of the review of the future of local authority funding, when finalised, currently being jointly undertaken by Indecon International Consultants.’ 

Insert in Tourism, Marine or Leisure ‘the FDB recognises that the two newly acquired coastal harbours in Balbriggan and Skerries represents a major new opportunity to develop a new integrated leisure, marine and enterprise facilities for the wider community. The PPP funding model could be utilised in this capacity. This could also ‘link into FCC’s review of the current development options’.

7 - 10
PART 1   -   Strategic Context:


1.1 Policy Context- Insert FDB recognises ‘that significant scope exits to link in FCC Agenda 21 with the current work plan of SMC Committee of the Fingal Development Board’.

Paragraph 2 - Insert D.E.T.E.'s Ahead of the Curve' the final report from the O' Driscoll Enterprise Strategy Review Group.

Paragraph 2 -  Insert the DCMR’s High Level Review of Commercial Sea Ports in Ireland, April 2003 Report from Raymond Burke et Al.

Main Aim No. 5- Facilitating the achievement of the objectives - insert here its business implementation plan sets out several of the FDB’s Initiatives combined with the work of a number of Cross cutting Committees. 

1.2 Strategic Overview – Main Aims – insert at No 2 increased disposable income, which will help underpin the future well being of the residents of the county by… etc. 

Adopted Strategic Policy – Balbriggan's historical enterprise ‘lag factor’ means that it is still playing economic catch-up and therefore a consolidation strategy should be supported with the need for measured, balanced growth.’ 

Consider that Skerries could benefit from consolidation as per the Strategic Policy No. 3 Page 9. 

Policy No. 7- Belfast to Dublin Corridor and N2 and M50 upgrade should link in here. Consider the idea that Broadband built in along the Dub – Belfast Corridor via raillines or road etc. Electronic Highway.

Policy No. 9 - Insert Dublin Port tunnel.

1.3 Demographic Context – Existing Population - typo 2nd line 2nd paragraph page 9 s56%. CSO - The Preliminary results are now Final Census figures. Ditto - Strategic Planning guidelines.  Will the extensive labour review works / reports of the Fingal Skills Observatory be addressed in the draft Development Plan?

1.4 Proposed Enterprise and Employment Section insert - Consider a separate stand-alone chapter for Enterprise section once FDB Socio – Economic report is available in March 2005.

11 - 24
PART 11 -   Strategic Framework:
Page 11 Insert ‘a requirement to have greater densities of people in the existing urban areas, consolidated areas and ‘ green field’ in order to support the switch from private to public transport for example’.

Policy proposal - ‘Rural Development should be supported by additional designation of space for economic purposes in the smaller towns and villages.’
Part 11 - FDB recommends that while several of the strategies set out in Part 11 are highly valid and relevant, they can be further enhanced if future strategies could be isolated, tracked and monitored by a new cross-cutting, implementation group which would be supported by each FCC Department input into the annual FCC corporate review. 
Enterprise and Employment Strategy- Page 18. Insert ‘FCC will undertake internal review of its overall promotional and Marketing approach’. 

Insert the FCC Dev Plan will need to provide contingency plans to address the impacts of possible external shock factors at global, financial, economic, E.U. policy or national government levels, in order to keep it relevant.

25 - 30
PART 111-  Sustainable Design:
Sustainable Development - Insert  ‘the work plan of the SMC Committee of the FDB, who have been working closely with the FCC Planning Dept over the last 18 months which has provided significant scope for greater Co-Ordination and impact’.   
Can you make reference to the Tiros Resources Ltd who ‘sustainability proofed’ the FDB Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural Development in Fingal 2002-2011. It identified 7 major pieces of work including the existing and future ‘Carrying Capacity’ of the County as a major consideration for its future development strategy. 

Consider – The Wider Dublin region and or Fingal County Council will prepare a series of position and policy papers incorporating new E.U. legislation for Energy, Future Growth Blockages in Fingal, Aerial Mapping of the regions rural nature legacy, a baseline study of environmental and coastal changes / impacts, Transport inc. road, Rail and Air capacities, Future opportunity of Technical Hubs in Fingal, current and future population and education base to service the above projects.     

31 - 74
PART 1V –  Urban Development:


4.2 Dublin Airport and The South Fingal Fringe
Consider that the Proposed Airport Action Plan should link in with FDB's Proposed Dublin Airport and Environs Stakeholders Forum, which will jointly focus on the development of a Sustainable Development Strategy for Dublin Airport and Environs.  See DAO5 Insert Sustainable Development Issues in this FDB Airport Initiative.

4.3 Page 47- Consider retitling this section as Enterprise, Promotion, Employment and Industry Development.

FDB recommends that gereater emphasis be placed on Local Economic Development – LED. 

FDB consultation ‘indicates that economic -related initiatives are set out in the context of the wider Dublin Metropolitan Area and that nationally-focused Business Enterprise Agencies and business owners to not view the regional county boundaries with the same level of commitment or interest as those Local Authorities operating within the wider Dublin Metropolitan region’.

Insert ‘that FDB and FCC to jointly undertake bi-annual review of customer needs and greater stakeholder input should be incorporated into future enterprise initiatives’.

FDB ‘recognises the input and plans of the ITB, DCU, Fingal County Enterprise Board, Fingal Alliance and the wider Chamber network’.
Allow future space or insert new section relating to the findings of the FDB Socio – Economic Profile and Economic Strategy 2005-2011 report. See previous submission of 20th Oct 04.

Paragraph one, line one – Insert A number of organisation deals with different aspects of employment maintenance and creation at regional and national levels. Omit Forbairt from text. 

PLAY RELATED LINKAGES: 

A detailed play policy has been prepared by Fingal Development Board, in conjunction with The Community Recreation and Menities Dept of FCC. See attached document.

75 - 94

-

95 - 118
PART V1 –  Transportation and                    Utilities: 
Insert the densities required for income sustainability of public transport services need to be defined and quality standards applied to these higher densities.

119 - 132
PART V11 – Social Inclusion &          

Community Infrastructure: 
GROUPS: 

Insert on page 121 to supplement SIP 17, in recognition that some communities do not fully participate in the planning process, Fingal County Council will actively seek to consult with Travellers and members of ethnic minority communities where development has a direct effect on them.

WOMEN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND CHILDREN: 

Make a new SIP 18 which states (page 121) Local Area Plans will have regard to the Fingal Play Policy and will facilitate Parent and Toddler groups being set up and consulted. 

TRAVELLERS:  

The word ‘Traveller’ needs to be capitalised throughout the document e.g. page 124. 

OLDER PEOPLE: 

On page 124 the text under the title can state that care in the community for older people will be facilitated by good design. 

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES:

A new SIP 38 on page 126 should say that people with disabilities or their representative groups will be invited to consult, comment on Local Area Plans especially those involving the redesign of urban areas.

COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE: 
To make provision for purpose build family resource centre type facilities through the levies system.

ARTS AND CULTURAL FACILITIES: 

To actively promote arts for the elderly to secure the stories and acquired knowledge of this generic group for future generations.  

Insert to actively promote arts for the disabled to ensure a voice for this group.

On page 119 the Social Inclusion Policies listed in ‘Other Relevant Documents’ should refer to Fingal Development Board’s Social Inclusion Policy ‘ The 3 R Model of Social Proofing’.
On Page 120 RAPID – Insert ‘Policy instruments in the various Planning and Development Acts (1963 and or 2002) will be used to offer incentives development incentives in the RAPID which will lead to specifically to employment opportunities.

SIP should be reworded to A Playground space will be provided to the North of Blanchardstown Area in the forthcoming Play Policy Initiative.  

On Page 125 SIP 33 to 36 need to be supplemented with a policy, which could read ‘The Corporate Plan will examine the issues of expanding the scope of Estate Management Services’. 

Fingal Development Board will commence a new Quality of Life Report for Fingal in 2005 and several social inclusion issues should be incorporated into this study.

133 – 148
PART V111– Heritage and 

Conservation:
FDB recommends that a review and upgrade of a number of the existing beaches in Fingal is required as part of an overall coastal zone / redevelopment plan. 

149 – 160
PART 1X –    Greenbelts, Tourism & 

The Coast:
Insert FCC jointly support a new multi agency review of the Fingal Tourism Product / Performance in 2005.  

SMC seeks with regard to Coastal Zone Management should also be considered by Fingal County Council. Insert  - A pilot area is proposed by the SMC to prepare a coastal strategy and if successful this could be extended to other coastal areas under threat. 

161 – 181 
PART X –      Local Area Policies 

and Objectives:
-

183 – 191
PART X1    Strategic Assessment:
Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Insert The Sustainabilty Monitoring Committee of the FDB welcomes the preliminary SEA Assessment as set out in the draft FCC Development Plan. However, the SMC is keen to establish the clarification is required on the current status and future impact of a number of the identified actions, which may negatively impact on the County’s overall quality of life. We recommend that resources will be put in place to ensure adequate monitoring and control of the impacts. 

More clarification is needed here including explain what was the process behind the SEA Review? What stakeholder / public consultation was involved in the SEA review?

A number of areas in the Strategic Assessment are marked ‘unknown impacts.’  What plans are inplace to assess these impacts? 

A number of areas are marked as negative impacts. We recommend that a number of changes should be made to the FCC Development Plan Policies to eliminate or reverse these impacts.

The purpose of assessment processes such as SEA is to making sustainability options transparent and decisions explicit.  The use of a wide sustainable development framework rather than narrow “environmental” framework is welcome.  However, the work done is preliminary and the structure used is not sufficiently coherent.

1. Criteria used are not coherent or clear.

The assessment measures various policies for their impact under different appraisal criteria.  There is confusion about the nature of the criteria used.  Some of those proposed (such as the transport criterion) are in fact brief policy statements, others are principles that are more general.  Some criteria overlap unnecessarily.  In other cases, different principles, such as involvement in decision-making and social inclusion, have been run together into one criterion.

There is no indication of where the criteria were derived from.  These are the “environment and sustainable development aims” They should be clearly derived and defined.  The criteria used should be based on fundamental principles for example Comhar’s Principles of Sustainable Development
.  

2. The assessment process is not transparent.  The details of the process itself are not presented.  Only the outcomes are presented.  The + symbol is used for neutral which is confusing.

3. The assessment process should involve:- 

a. Description of impacts for each impact assessed

b. Quantification of impacts insofar as possible.

There are developed techniques, which can be used to assist in analysis and presentation.  These include the Ecological Footprint
 technique, which expresses environmental impact in terms of land area used and Sustainability Assessment Maps
, which provide a schematic representation of a choice’s impact under various criteria.




APPENDICES: 
See Below.

      1 – 20
A. Record of Protected Structures
-

      1 – 10
B. Lansdscape Character 

    Assessment
-

    1 –  8
C. Specific Design Criteria
Page One in relation to Urban Areas: More emphasis should be placed on the quality of Housing within the Airport Noise Zone. In particular the cladding of houses and the design of estates inside the Zone should have additional noise minimization criteria and landscaping requirement. 

    1 –  6
D. Guidelines for Works in 

    Architectural Conservation Areas
-

      1– 22
E. Housing Strategy for the County 
- 

    1 - 4
F. Core Retail Area 
-

      
Future Consultation:
Fingal County Council should include Children and young people as a special interest group for future consultation purposes. 

Fingal Development Board

Member’s Sub Group.

4th October 2004.
� Comhar, National Sustainable Development Partnership, Principles for Sustainable Development, Dublin, www.comhar-nsdp.ie


� Wackernagel, M. and Rees, W., 1996, Our Ecological Footprint, Reducing Human Impact on the Earth, New Society Publishers, British Columbia


� Clayton, M.H., Radcliffe, N.J., 1996, Sustainability A Systems Approach, Earthscan London
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