Draft Minutes


PRESENT

FCC ELECTED MEMBERS: Alan Farrell (Chairperson), Peter Coyle, Margaret Richardson, Ciaran Byrne, Anne Devitt, Joan Maher, David O’Connor, May McKeon
FCC OFFICIALS: David O'Connor (Manager), Liam Burke
OIREACHTAS MEMBERS: Joan Burton, Michael Kennedy, Trevor Sargent
AN GARDA SIOCHÁNA: 

Chief Superintendent John Twomey (DMRW)

Superintendents -   Michael O’Sullivan (DMRN), Joe Kelly(DMRN), Mark Curran (DMRN), Dave Dowling (DMRN), John Harnett (DMRW)
COMMUNITY FORUM: Kevin Quinn, Nora Sheehan

APOLOGIES

Chief Superintendent Gerard Philips (DMRN)
Dr. James Reilly

ABSENT
Darragh O’Brien T.D., Cllr. Ruth Coppinger, Cllr. Peggy Hamill, Cllr. David Healy, Cllr. Tom Kelleher, Cllr. Mags Murray, John Keogh
IN ATTENDANCE: PJ Howell, Martina O'Connor, Anne-Marie Gargan, Senan Turnbull, George Curran, 
PUBLIC GALLERY: Berni Tyson (Safer Blanchardstown Forum), Philip Jennings (Safer Blanchardstown Forum), Raymond Bowles (FCC Parks), Breffni O’Rourke (RAPID)
1. MINUTES & MATTERS ARISING 

The minutes of the last meeting 15th February, 2008 were agreed.  No matters   arising.
2. CORRESPONDENCE

3.  PRESENTATION ON Fingal Parks & Beach Bye-Laws

The Superintendents for DMRN presented to the Committee the following matters for consideration regarding Parks and Beach Bye-Laws

· Concern was expressed regarding the effectiveness of the fines system in addressing the consumption of alcohol within public parks and in public places

· It was suggested that additional signage be provided at public parks regarding parking, property and prohibition of alcohol consumption. It was proposed that visual signage be used in order to address language issues. In addition, it was suggested that direct phone-links for Park Rangers and Lifeguards could improve response times where issues arise.

· It was also suggested that consideration should be given to an expansion of Park Ranger patrols to additional locations throughout the county, including consideration of a ranger-type system on beaches during the summer months. It was felt by the Gardaí that this would increase the opportunities for a partnership approach between the Gardaí and Fingal County Council in addressing areas of particular concern.

· Particular emphasis was placed on the importance of engaging the assistance of local communities in addressing issues of anti-social behaviour. The proposed Parks Safety Teams which are presently in set-up phase on a pilot basis were praised as a model of how best a collaborative approach between the Council, An Garda Síochana and the community can be progressed.

The debate which followed this presentation addressed a number of points not least of all that the current embargo on recruitment impacts on the ability to increase the number of Park Rangers. The Council re-affirmed its commitment to the roll-out of the Parks Safety Teams at pilot locations over the next few months, with an emphasis on formalising contacts between designated Council staff, the Gardaí and local residents where appropriate. 
4.
PRESENTATION ON Draft Proposal for Swords & Balbriggan Local Community Policing Forum

A presentation was made by Shani Williamson and Fedhlim O Seasnáin of North Dublin City and County RDTF regarding a draft proposal to establish a Local Community Policing Forum for the Swords and Balbriggan Areas. A broad outline is a follows
· 2 year pilot phase.  
· Forum to bring together representatives from local authority, Garda, public, voluntary and community to discuss and make recommendations on matters affecting the policing of the area with regards to crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour. 

· It is proposed that Fingal County Council and An Garda Siochana  be represented on the Board of Management for the Forum.

· To employ 1 Co-ordinator and 2 Development Workers for Swords & Balbriggan
· Establish links with Fingal Joint Policing Committee and provide information relating to localised issues in Swords & Balbriggan.  

· CPF Guidelines will be published around June, 2008 and the final proposal will meet with the requirements of those Guidelines.
The presentation was concluded with a request to the Fingal JPC for approval in principle  for the draft proposal. In the debate following the presentation, it was proposed by Cllr Ciaran Byrne, seconded by Cllr Anne Devitt and AGREED that the JPC approach the relevant Authorities regarding a name change for this RDTF to the Fingal and North Dublin City Regional Drugs Task Force, having regard to the significant portion of Fingal which falls within its remit. Following further discussion, it was AGREED that the JPC would approve the proposal in principle, subject to compliance with the National Guidelines on Local Community Policing Fora, when published.
5. Update on Work Programme 2008

Objective 1

An application for funding has been made to support the appointment of a Co-ordinator to work with JPC. A response is awaited  from DoEHLG & DJE&LR.


Objective 2

Arrangements in place to establish Parks Safety Teams in the 4 identified parks.  Preliminary on-site meetings in progress.
Objective 3

Contact has been made with the Crime Prevention Unit to discuss arrangements for a seminar/workshop.

Objective 4

The Housing Department and Blanchardstown Garda to hold meeting to discuss the establishment of a working group.

Objective 5

Safer Blanchardstown linking in with JPC – Presentation to be made at 19th September, 2008 meeting.
Objective 6

The next meeting of the sub-committee scheduled to take place at the end of the month and development of the groups moving along satisfactorily.

Objective 7

Contacts to be made between Community Department and Gardaí regarding opportunities for co-operation over the summer months

6.
Demonstration of progress of the Fingal JPC Website


Made by Tomas Woods, IT Dept.

After the presentation a discussion took place and some of the below was suggested by the members.

· Link to Safer Blanchardstown website

· Link from FCC website

· Have weekly bulletins with up to date news

· List the Do’s & Don’ts of Crime Prevention measures

There was a concern over formally naming the Community Gardaí in each Garda station due to changes in personnel but to give full address/contact number only of stations instead.  Superintendent Mark Curran to communicate further with the Garda Press Office on the question of updates to the site.
7.
Any other Business
Superintendent Dave Dowling (Raheny) thanked the staff of Fingal County Council for their assistance in relation to the funeral of Dr. Patrick Hillary.

The next meeting will take place on the 19th September, 2008

FINGAL JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE MEETING
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