PRESS RELEASE

Development Board marks a decade of work with launch of latest 3 year strategy 
A three year plan for the Social, Economic and Cultural Development of Fingal was launched on 23rd September last. “Building a Better Fingal” the most recent strategy of the Fingal Development Board is a timely strategy that responds to the challenges facing the county arising from the current economic downturn

Through its work over the past 10 years, the Fingal Development Board has built up a detailed profile of the Fingal’s population, and the service requirements of people and businesses based here that has enabled its member agencies to plan to deliver their services in a more effective way.  
Included in the range of initiatives that will be prioritised over the coming three years are the development of the Fingal Data Hub, Invest Fingal, the Fingal Disability Forum, the Fingal Joint Policing Committee, Comhairle na nÓg, the Integrated Transport Forum as well as specific collaborative work with Fingal County Childcare Committee, Fingal Community & Voluntary Forum and the Sporting Fingal Community Trust. 
PJ Howell, Director of Environment and Economic Development with Fingal County Council emphasised the importance of the continuing work of the Fingal Development Board in difficult economic times.  “The Fingal Data Hub, for example, will develop and expand the county data available to us and other agencies based in Fingal”, he said, “allowing several agencies working together to provide more comprehensive assistance to residents, businesses and potential investors as we plan our way out of the current recession”.  “Having reliable data is essential to allow agencies to work together and not that resources are scare all agencies must work more closely than ever before”, he explained

“Dublin Airport will continue to be the most important economic entity in Fingal and that the Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum will focus on the economic, environmental and community impact of its continuing development”. 
“In a wider context, delivering a better quality of life is a fundamental mission of the Development Board”, PJ Howell continued, “so the work of the Interagency Traveller Plan, Fingal Comhairle na nÓg, the Joint Policing Committee, Healthy Fingal and the Social Inclusion Measures Committee will continue to work towards this objective”.  
Chairman of the Fingal Development Board, Cllr Tom Kelleher, speaking at the launch of the report added “Despite the mounting challenges facing all of us on a National level and here in Fingal, the Fingal Development Board must continue its work behind the scenes to promote the County, increase opportunities for employment, improve the availability and quality of services on the ground and maximise the cooperation between the State and State-funded agencies.”
For further information or to download a copy of the strategy visit:  www.fdb.ie
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Note to editors:

INSERT BACKGROUND INFO FDB including info on Members Agencies

The Fingal County Development Board in Fingal is one of 34 development boards in the State.  The Board has 35 members who represent the local authority; local development agencies; state agencies; and the social partners. The Board’s mission is to provide greater coherence across all the various state and state funded public services and infrastructure in Fingal. There are a number of more concrete objectives within this:

· To prevent duplication in public service provision.

· To identify and fill gaps in service provision.

· To develop better linkages between local authorities and the local development agencies in the county.

· To co-ordinate the long-term plans of all the Board member agencies.

· To involve the Social Partners (Community, Businesses and Trade Unions) as much as possible in the decision making process.

