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PRESS RELEASE

DEVELOPMENT BOARD PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS

The Fingal Development Board is engaging in a major Public Consultation programme over the next few weeks. Public meetings to consider draft papers on the shape of the County are being held at a range of venues.

Advertisements are being placed in papers and over 600 voluntary and other groups are being written to, to inform them of the process, which includes making draft documents available in libraries and other staffed community locations.

The public are being invited to consider draft strategy papers across eight key topics in an attempt to shape and enhance the quality of life of Fingal residents for the next ten years.  The topics are Land Use Planning, Housing, Transportation, Health and Social Services, Lifelong Learning, Environmental Protection, Economic Development and particularly for Fingal, County Identity.  The papers will also be available on the Boards web-site, www.fdb.ie.

The papers have been drafted from the deliberations of eight working groups who met from September 2000 to June 2001.  Each of these groups was made up of representatives of key community, business, non-governmental organisations, state agencies and local representatives with a background in the particular topic.

Almost 100 people participated in the process with each group meeting twelve/thirteen times in the ten-month period.

“The draft papers set out visions and strategies to improve the delivery of services and quality of life of those who live or work in the County”, said Board Director, Senan Turnbull.  “These are first drafts which we want people to comment on so that later drafts will more accurately reflect the widest possible consensus on how we should develop Fingal in the future”, he added.

Interest groups and individuals are invited to read whichever of the draft papers they are interested in and let the Board have their comments.  This can be done in writing or by attending meetings.  Anything, which is heard during the process, will be considered in later drafts with the ambition that the County Strategy will be published early in 2002.

The venues and times of the consultation meeting are:

08/10/01
8.00p.m.
PORTMARNOCK SPORTS & LEISURE CLUB



09/10/01
8.00p.m.
DRAÍOCHT ARTS CENTRE, BLANCHARDSTOWN 

10/10/01
8.00p.m.
FINGAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE, SEATOWN RD.,

15/10/01
8.00p.m.
BALBRIGGAN TOWN HALL

17/10/01
8.00p.m.
GARRISTOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE
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