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Sustainable Development of Airport vital for competitive advantage 

Apart from being increasingly important for national and regional economies airports are often the most significant employers in a local economy. This is the case across the world and Dublin Airport is no exception. 

But there are complex environmental, social, economic and commercial issues that must be addressed if airports are to be developed in a sustainable way.

These issues will be discussed at a 2-day conference “Towards Sustainable Airport Development” at the Great Southern Hotel in Dublin Airport on the 23rd and 24th October, hosted by the Fingal Development Board and Insight Media Ltd. The conference will be opened by An Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern TD and will be addressed by a host of international and prominent Irish speakers who have an involvement in sustainable airport development and governance. The conference will bring the debate about Irish aviation to a higher strategic level that takes account of growth projections into the decades ahead. The Conference will be the first comprehensive public debate in Ireland to give open and expert consideration to the critical issues shaping the future of Irish aviation. 

”Dublin Airport is the largest airport in the country and the single largest entity in the State. In the context of Ireland’s continued competitive advantage it is of the utmost importance that we manage and develop this asset in a way that can cope and grow with the estimated 38 million passengers expected to travel through the airport by 2025, but we must do this in a sustainable way. In particular we must have due regard for the environment, for the airport’s users and the airport’s neighbours” said Cllr. Ciaran Byrne, Chairman of Fingal Development Board.

Dublin Airport is Fingal County’s most significant economic asset and its future sustainability is vital, not just for the immediate area but for Ireland as a whole, particularly the circa 12,000 people directly and indirectly employed there. 


Fingal Development Board believes that the short-term objective of increasing passenger numbers must be done in conjunction with a number of other longer-term strategies that will support the sustainable growth of the facility. These may include improving and expanding airport infrastructure, terminal facilities, aircraft operations, utilities, surface access and economic and commercial development both in and around the airport region. Sustainable airport development will also require integrated land use and environmental, ecological and heritage considerations.

Speakers at the Conference include the Director of the Kenan Institution of Private Enterprise, North Carolina, Prof. Jack D. Kasarda, World Bank Consultant Doug Andrew, Herbert Lust. Director of EU Affairs, Boeing Corporation, Prof. Callum Thomas, Professor of Sustainable Aviation, Manchester Metropolitan University and senior representatives from Munich, Vienna and Eindhoven Airports. 
 

The Commission for Aviation Regulation, Cathal Guiomard, Dermot Mannion, CEO of Aer Lingus, Micael O'Leary, CEO Ryanair, Declan Collier, CEO of the Dublin Airport Authority plc, Frank Allen of the Railway Procurement Agency, Eamon Brennan, CEO, Irish Aviation Authority, Sean Dorgan, CEO of IDA Ireland, Ulick McEvaddy, CEO, Dublin Airport Terminal 2 Ltd, Ms Julie O'Neill, Secretary General of the Department of Transport and Dr. Danny O'Hare, Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum will also address the conference at the Great Southern Hotel, Dublin Airport.
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