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PRESS RELEASE

24th July 2002

Preliminary 2002 Census of Population 

The Central Statistics Office released preliminary results from the April 2002 Census of Population at midday today. These results apply only to basic head counts, locations and gender. The full and final detail of the Census will not be available until 2003. 

The Fingal Development Board, as part of its remit to form co-ordinated development strategies for the entire county has carried out an early analysis of these figures.

“The National population rise to 3.91 million is newsworthy because it has surpassed earlier predictions by the CSO of 3.84 million. The rapid growth of Fingal has contributed substantially to this rise”, said Senan Turnbull Director of the Fingal Development Board. 

With the exception of Kildare and Cork County, Fingal added more people to its population than any other county. As a consequence the population density in the county has risen from 371 to 433 persons per square kilometre, indicating that the county continues to absorb development pressure for the Greater Dublin region.

The population figure of 196,223 for Fingal shows a rise of 28,540 (+17%) from the 1996 Census. The national growth figure for the same period is much lower at 8%. This figure surpasses previous population estimates for Fingal in the Strategic Planning Guidelines (1999), although Fingal County Council had anticipated a population figure approximating 200,000 last year.  

The additional population is, for the most part, urban based. However, while most urban districts display a rise in population, rural districts show relatively modest rises. This is significant in that it shows the rural population is not declining as some may have predicted.

Additional Points:

· The population of Swords (5 districts) rose from 24,946 in 1996 to 30,989. In particular the Lissenhall district showed a rise of 89%

· The population of the Greater Blanchardstown (10 districts) area rose from 54,547 in 1996 to 70,144. The Abbotstown and Blakestown districts show a rise in excess of 60%.

· Balbriggan (2 districts) recorded a rise from 9197 in 1996 to 11,129 

· Other Fingal towns such as Skerries, Rush, Lusk, and Donabate recorded significant population rises

· Other urban areas such as Malahide (2 districts), Santry, Portmarnock, Baldoyle and Howth show slight declines in population which may be due to the ‘empty nest’ effect

· There are 1493 more females than males in Fingal, however, this conforms to national trends

It will not be possible to account for the underlying causes of these trends until the full demographic detail is released next year.

Senan Turnbull adds “Rather than substantially changing the assumptions which underpin the Fingal Development Board Strategy this data will greatly assist the process of developing our county since it will support a case to increase Fingal’s proportion of the spend on infrastructural and service development. This should translate into things like new schools, additional energy capacity, more public transport and health and social services. The challenge will be for the relevant agencies to deliver all of these in a sustainable and co-ordinated manner as outlined in the Fingal Development Board strategy 2002-2011.

For more detail on the strategy consult the FDB website http://www.fdb.ie 

For clarification contact:

Ciarán Staunton 

Fingal Development Board
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District Electoral Divisions
District name (42)
Area 

Sq Km
Population 1996
Population 2002
Population Change %

Airport
8.48
308
269
-12.7

Balbriggan Rural
26.41
3454
4510
30.6

Balbriggan Urban
2.12
5743
6619
15.3

Baldoyle
2.60
6739
6373
-5.4

Balgriffin
9.92
603
584
-3.2

Ballyboghil
20.18
702
858
22.2

Balscadden
16.17
505
577
14.3

Blanch (Abbotstown)
6.97
1531
2542
66.0

Blanch (Blakestown)
8.31
15131
24502
61.9

Blanch (Coolmine)
2.77
7969
9193
15.4

Blanch (Corduff)
1.44
4725
4350
-7.9

Blanch (Delwood)
0.94
4235
4581
8.2

Blanch (Mulhuddart)
1.82
1245
1841
47.9

Blanch (Roselawn)
0.45
2303
2046
-11.2

Blanch (Tyrrelstown)
4.47
1473
1661
12.8

Castleknock (Knockmaroon) 
7.40
11095
14869
34.0

Castleknock (Park)
2.51
4840
4559
-5.8

Clonmethan
16.31
492
603
22.6

Donabate
21.57
4320
6146
42.3

Dubber
17.64
577
832
44.2

Garristown
36.44
1060
1162
9.6

Hollywood
30.44
900
961
6.8

Holmpatrick
25.89
3248
4189
29.0

Howth
10.25
9008
8705
-3.4

Kilsallaghan
27.88
1877
2047
9.1

Kinsaley
11.05
3282
3526
7.4

Lucan North
9.82
340
338
-0.6

Lusk
43.55
3740
4129
10.4

Malahide East
3.18
5246
5289
0.8

Malahide West
2.67
6444
6327
-1.8

Portmarnock North
0.95
5582
4959
-11.2

Portmarnock South
5.32
3706
3328
-10.2

Rush
6.67
5433
6772
24.6

Skerries
2.58
5704
6752
18.4

Sutton
1.42
6510
6204
-4.7

Swords (Forrest)
6.73
7911
9712
22.8

Swords (Glasmore)
4.45
7088
7693
8.5

Swords (Lissenhall)
17.62
3222
6092
89.1

Swords (Seatown)
3.59
4425
4923
11.3

Swords (Village)
1.30
2300
2569
11.7

The Ward
25.20
806
1317
63.4

Turnapin
0.84
1861
1714
-7.9

Fingal Total
452.7 
167,683
196,223
+17%







