Press Release regarding the Fingal Joint Policing Committee & upcoming calendar of meetings 

Under Section 36 of the Garda Siochana Act 2005, Joint Policing Committees are being established to provide a forum where a Local Authority & the senior Garda officers responsible for the policing of that area, with the participation of Oireachtas members & community interests, can consult, discuss & make recommendations on matters affecting policing of that area. Fingal is one of 22 national sites currently piloting this scheme until July 2007. 

Councillor Joe Corr has been selected as Chairperson of this committee, which comprises 26 members from the following sectors:

Fingal County Council Elected Members x 14 (including the Cathaoirleach):

· Ciarán Byrne (Lab)

· Ruth Coppinger (Soc)

· Joe Corr (Gr.)

· Peter Coyle (Lab)

· Ann Devitt (FG)

· Alan Farrell (FG)

· Peggy Hamill (Lab)

· David Healy (Gr.)

· Tom Kelleher (Lab)

· Michael Kennedy (FF)

· Joan Maher (FG)

· Mags Murray (PD)

· David O’Connor (Ind.)

· Margaret Richardson (FF)

Fingal County Council Officials x 2

· David O’Connor (County Manager)

· Charlie Brohoon (SEO, Housing Dept)

Garda Siochana x2

· Chief Superintendent Pat Breheny (Dublin Metropolitan West)

· Chief Supt. Gerard Phillips (Dublin Metropolitan North)

· (Supt. Joe Kelly from Louth Meath will also attend each meeting but is not considered an official member of the committee).

Community Forum x3

· John Keogh

· Kevin Quinn 

· Nora Sheehan 

Oireachtas Members x 5

· Joan Burton (lab)

· Jim Glennon (FF)

· Joe Higgins (Soc)

· Tom Morrissey (PD)

· Trevor Sargent (Gr.)

Functions

“The joint policing committee’s function is to serve as a forum for consultations, discussions and recommendations on matters affecting the policing of the local authority’s administrative area, and in particular to –

(a) Keep under review 

· The levels and patterns of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in that area (including the patterns and levels of misuse of alcohol and drugs), and 

· The factors underlying and contributing to the levels of crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour in the area,

(b)
Advise the local authority concerned and the Garda Síochána on how they might best perform their functions having regard to the need to do everything feasible to improve the safety and quality of life and to prevent crime, disorder and anti-social behaviour within the area,

(c)
Arrange and host public meetings concerning matters affecting the policing of the local authority’s administrative area,

(d)
Establish, in consultation with the local Garda superintendent, as the committee considers necessary within specific neighbourhoods of the area, local policing fora to discuss and make recommendations to the committee concerning matters that it is to keep under review; and

(e) Co-ordinate the activities of local policing fora under paragraph (d) or otherwise.”

In particular, the committee or subcommittee will act as a mechanism through which, firstly, elected representatives and local communities can have a role in conveying information and views to Garda Divisional and District officers to assist them in the formulation and operation of their annual policing plans and, secondly, Garda Divisional and District officers can convey information and views to elected representatives and local communities to assist them in carrying out their duties, functions and activities.     
The matters to be considered by the committees and subcommittees might include traffic, vandalism, anti-social behaviour, underage drinking, casual trading, litter, planning for events attracting large crowds, community-based crime prevention initiatives, Garda Divisional and District annual policing plans and local authority initiatives.  

The following meetings have been arranged for the remainder of the pilot phase and members of the public and media are welcome to attend:

· Friday 24th November 06 @ 9.30am in County Hall, Swords

· Friday 26th January 07 @ 9.30am in Balbriggan Town Hall

· Friday 30th March 07 @ 9.30 am (venue to be confirmed)

· Friday 25th May 07 @ 9.30am (venue to be confirmed)
For further information contact:

Hilary Kendlin

Administrative Officer

Fingal Development Board

County Hall

Swords

Co. Dublin 

Tel: 
890 6233

E-mail: hilary.kendlin@fingalcoco.ie
