FINGAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD

The Fingal Development Board has been established to agree and implement a strategy for the integrated economic, social and cultural of the county for the next ten years.

The Board is being established in legislation as an independent body under the aegis of the County Council.  Its staff and other resources are being provided by the Council but the Board will be autonomous in exercising its role of co-ordinating the work of all statutory agencies and social partners in improving the quality of life of all residents, worker and visitors of Fingal.

The twenty-eight person Board met for the first time in March 2000.  By July it had agreed seven key issues of interest in moving towards the strategy which must be adopted by the end of 2001.  The Board consists of four mains groups: Local Government, eight people; State Agencies, nine representatives; Local Development Bodies, six people and Social Partners, five people.

These are County Identity, Land Use Planning, Housing, Social Inclusion, Transportation, Environmental Protection and Co-ordinated Economic Development.

Since September Working Groups, consisting of both Board members organisations and others with a background in the relevant areas, have been meeting to analyse the current positions on these central issues, from a Fingal perspective.

As well as examining National and E.U. policy and performance much time has been dedicated to establishing base line data on all aspects of living service delivery, business and environmental issues for the counties fastest growing county.

The Board and Working Groups will continue their work throughout 2001, with a view to agreeing new approaches where all sectors contribute to shared solutions in advancing the needs of the people who live, work and visit the County.
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