[image: image1.jpg]Fingal Development Board

Forbairt Fhine Gall





PRESS RELEASE

Fingal Development Board agrees a new direction for meeting challenges in the next 5 years

A number of years ago, the Fingal Development Board had been charged with the task of writing a strategy that would effectively co-ordinate the work of all the state agencies, local development groups and the local authority until 2011. The way in which this was pursued was initially through agreement and publication of the Fingal County Strategy in spring 2002. The Fingal Development Strategy was primarily focussed on Economic, Social and Cultural Development. The strategy sought to create a framework for better service delivery, investment in key infrastructure projects, adequate resourcing of Government Services, more local (Fingal) focus on how and where communities need to access services, and more targeted and specialised services for an increasingly complex population. The Fingal Development Board has been implementing this strategy for three years and dozens of the actions in it have now been completed.

In February 2005, the Department of Environment asked County Development Boards to revise and re-focus their existing Development Strategies. In re-evaluating the strategy, Councillor Ciarán Byrne, who chairs the Board, outlined, “In the first instance a number of National Policy changes at a central level seemed to make some of our actions more difficult to achieve. Our own Board has agreed that this, along with the fact that we had too many actions in the 2002 Strategy were the main problem in implementing various projects.”  Cllr Byrne further explained, “In particular we focus more on actions directly within the remit of the Board member agencies and we need to have more concrete and measurable outcomes.”

The Board is now working on writing up the various draft implementation plans for the new themes and projects to proceed. The revised Strategy will still emphasise co-ordinated responses to the dramatic population growth of Fingal.  Work will continue under themes like Economic Development, Health and Welfare, Education and Awareness, Integrated Transport and the Natural/Built Environment.

Councillor Byrne also acknowledged the huge amount of energy and commitment of Board Members involved in the process of identifying these new priorities.  “Since February the Board has met much more frequently than normal, and in those meetings the members had lively debates and discussions about how we should proceed. Many of the themes of the original strategy will be preserved, taking account of what we know about Fingal in 2005. We will have a new list of priorities which will be fully written up and available as a new plan from the autumn.” 

For further information or copies of the newsletter contact the Fingal Development Board, Mains Court, 23 Main Street, Swords, County Fingal: info@fdb.ie or consult www.fdb.ie
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