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27TH BOARD MEETING  

Held on the 21st September 2005

Roganstown Golf & Country Club, Swords

Present: Ciaran Byrne, Colm O'Neill, Emer Mulligan, Oisin Geoghegan, Michelle Butler, David Healy, Joan Maher, Noel McCabe, Elaine O'Sullivan, Lorcan O'Toole, Siobhan Moore

Apologies: Conor Agnew, Valerie Henderson, Barbara Brennan, Linda Curran, Jeanne Deegan, Tony Hannigan, Tom Simpson, Anne Brophy, Tony Lambert, Mary Meaney, Anne Devitt, Catherine McCluskey, May McKeon, Michael Kennedy, Frank O'Leary, Andrew McCann, Des Murtagh, John Tierney

Absent: Gail Eames, Gerry McGuire, Pat Dunne, Peter Maguire

In attendance: Anita Morris, Ciarán Staunton, Hilary Kendlin, David Pryor, Jackie Roberts, Siobhan O’Donnell 

The meeting commenced at 12.20 p.m. 

Expression of Sympathy

The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Ciaran Byrne advised the meeting of the recent death of the Ms. Lourda Lambe, sister of the Director, Senan Turnbull. The Cathaoirleach and members of the Board asked that we pass on their expression of sympathy to the Director.

1.   Minutes of 3rd Review Board Meeting (22nd June 2005) 
Minutes of the 3rd Review Meeting, which had been previously circulated, were approved as a true record and agreed.  There were no matters arising.

2. Minutes of Special Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum Meeting (1st July 2005)

Minutes of the special meeting (16th February 2005) which had been previously circulated were approved as a true record and signed. 

3. Matters arising

 Balbriggan Town Council

The Cathaoirleach drew the member’s attention to letter dated 29th July 2005 from Balbriggan Town Council expressing their disappointment that the Town Council does not have a representative on the Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum. In the letter the Council ask the Board to reconsider their decision and that a position be made available on the Forum for a representative of the Town Council.

The members discussed the matter and agreed to uphold the decision of the Special Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum Meeting (1st July 2005).

It was agreed to take item no. 6 in conjunction with this matter. 

(6) Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum Update

The report, which had been circulated, was circulated.

The Cathaoirleach informed the members that at a meeting of the DASF Steering Group on the 20th September, Dublin Airport Authority formally asked that the Airlines Operating Committee be invited to join the Forum. The Steering Group decided that the matter should be referred back to the Board on the grounds that the issue of membership was a matter for the Board. 

The Cathaoirleach said he was looking for direction on this issue. Following discussion it was agreed that the Board should retain responsibility for membership of the DASF but that this was the only aspect of the Forum for which the Board would be responsible.

It was also agreed that the Airlines Operating Committee would be invited to join the Forum.

4. Changes in Membership

Fingal County Council

The Board extended a warm welcome to Councillor Joan Maher, the new Cathaoirleach of Fingal County Council and expressed their thanks and appreciation to Councillor Peter Coyle for his services to the Board over the past year.

Health Services Executive

The Board was informed that Mr. Noel Mulvihill has been reassigned to Local Health Area 7, which is predominantly Dublin City and as a result has resigned his seat on the Board. Mr. Pat Dunne, Local Health Office Manager for Area 8 is to be the new Health Services Executive on the Board. 

The members congratulated Noel on his new appointment and thanked him for his work on the Board.

5. Fingal - A Profile and Economic Strategy 2005-2011 (Fitzpatrick's) update

David Pryor gave the members a verbal update on the progress to date, outlining that the current draft is the penultimate one and will have to be shown to the Steering Committee before being circulated to the Board.

The Board will be given an opportunity at a later meeting to approve the final document.

County Data Initiative update

The Report, which had been circulated, was considered.

Ciarán Staunton advised the Board that the Consultants had visited key data holders to discuss technical issues, data protection and data protocols with them and that a few agencies had yet to be visited. The first draft of the consultant’s report, which is due in early October, will considered by the Data Committee and then circulated to all the members of the Board, possibly by mid-October. Ciarán noted the support that member agencies have given to this project to date and said it was important that this level of support is maintained.

The Board noted the report and in particular the decision to hold a special seminar for various data stakeholders and national data/research agencies to discuss the findings of the study and the overall report. A date for the seminar has not been fixed as yet.

6. Proposed Seminars/Conferences 

County Data

See above.

Dublin Airport 

The Cathaoirleach informed the meeting of plans to hold an international conference on Dublin Airport. The conference will be in the Great Southern Hotel, Dublin Airport on the 13th and 14th March 2006. 

The aim of the conference is to bring together the best international and national speakers to consider how to maximise the economic, social and transportation opportunities arising from inevitable growth of Dublin Airport.

Anne Devitt (in her role as President of the ARC – the Airport Regions Conference) indicated that this group would be happy to assist with the proposed seminar.

It was agreed that there would be a written report to the Board for its next meeting.

7. Annual Report

The report, which had been circulated, was noted. Anita Morris told the meeting that the draft report was still open for comments/observations - up until the 30th September 2005. The Directorate was now seeking written quotations for publication of the Report.

8. Any other business

Date and Time of Future Review Meetings

It was noted that the Fingal Community Forum had lodged an objection to the timing of the meetings, especially those in the review phase, which take place from early afternoon.

Following discussion the Board decided that future meetings would start at 4.30p.m; would be no longer than 3 hours in duration and take place in County Hall, Swords.

It was also agreed to change the dates for the next two review meetings.  The next two review meetings were rescheduled to Tuesday 11th October and  Thursday 10th November 2005 respectively.

The meeting concluded at 1 p.m.

