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37th MEETING OF THE FINGAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

Minutes of Meeting 

Held on the 21st May, 2008

Castleknock Hotel & Country Club, Castleknock, Dublin 15
Present:  (FCC) Cllr. Ciaran Byrne, (FCC) Cllr. Anne Devitt, (HSE) Jim O'Sullivan, 

(Fingal Community & Voluntary Forum) Anne Brophy, (IDA Ireland) Aisling O'Carroll, (FCC) David O'Connor,  (Dept. of Social & Family Affairs) Colm O'Neill, (Fingal County Childcare Committee) Michelle Butler, (Institute of Technology Blanchardstown) Tom Doyle, (Dublin Trades Council) Tom Simpson, (FCC) Gerry McGuire, (Fingal Co. Enterprise Board) Oisin Geoghegan, (Fingal Community & Voluntary Forum) Valerie Henderson, (Fingal Community & Voluntary Forum) Rory Bannon, (Rural Dublin LEADER Co) Jeanne Deegan, (Enterprise Ireland) Noel McCabe, (Co-operation Fingal) Emer Mulligan, (Blanchardstown Chamber of Commerce) Colm O’ Maolmhuire, (Teagasc) Lorcan O'Toole, (Co Dublin VEC) Austin Wynne
Apologies:  (Dept of Education & Science) Stephen Falvey, (Dublin Tourism) Sam Johnston, (FCC) Cllr Margaret Richardson (An Garda Síochána) Gerard Philips, (Balbriggan Town Council) Cllr. May McKeon, (Fingal Tourism) Elaine O'Sullivan, (Dublin Airport Authority) Siobhan Moore, (FCC) Alan Farrell, (Blanchardstown Area Partnership) Linda Curran, (FÁS) Tony Hannigan
Absent: (IFA) Frank O'Leary, (Fingal Community & Voluntary Forum) Barbara Brennan, (FCC), Cllr David Healy, (Swords Fingal Chamber of Commerce) Tony Lambert.



In attendance:  PJ Howell, Ann Marie Farrelly, Eithne Mallin, Ciarán Staunton, Martina O'Connor, George Curran, Jackie Roberts, Anne-Marie Gargan and (An Garda Síochána) Donal Watters
The meeting commenced at 4.10 p.m.
	ITEM No.


	DISCUSSION / ACTION POINTS
	Action

	Introduction


	Chairperson Ciaran Byrne welcomed everyone to the 37th Meeting of the Fingal Development Board.

He particularly welcomed new Board members Austin Wynne VEC, Colm O’Maolmhuire, Blanchardstown Chamber of Commerce and Rory Bannon, Fingal Community and Voluntary Forum.
Apologies were noted.
	

	1. Minutes of 36th 
    Board Meeting 

 (5th March, 200)


	The minutes of the 36th Board Meeting - (5th March 2008) which had been circulated were proposed by Aisling O’Carroll and seconded by Colm O’Neill.
Minutes were AGREED
	

	2.   Matters arising
	There were no matters arising
	

	3. FDB Annual  

    Report 2007
 
	Ciaran Byrne praised the Fingal Development Boards Annual Report 2007 and congratulated staff on their excellent work.

Ann Brophy indicated that the report was very user friendly.
	

	4.   Directors Report
	The Director opened his report with a welcome to new members to the Development Board.

Executive Committee Report

He drew the boards attention to the nominees to the of the Executive Committee
The following Executive Committee members were confirmed.

State Agency Economic Development – Noel McCabe
State Agency Service Providers – Colm O’Neill

Local Government – Anne Devitt

Local Development – Linda Curran 

Social Partners Community – Ann Brophy
Social Partners Economic Development – Tony Lambert

The Executive Committee met for the first time on April 24th, items discussed included:
· Board Meeting Agenda

· Future role of the committee
· Proposed work programme for the FDB

· Monitoring the performance of the Board

· Proposal to invite DCU nomination to Board.

The Committee decided that one of the first tasks that should happen was the collation of all reports carried out by FDB and Board Member agencies. All Board members agreed that this body of work would hugely assist the Board in deciding its future direction and in preventing any duplication of efforts. 
The Committee agreed to make the vision for Fingal the subject of their next meeting. 
DCU Nomination to the Board
The Executive Committee recommended that an invitation be extended to DCU to join the Fingal Development Board. 

It was proposed that the Board would increase its number by one to include a nomination from DCU and that a letter of invitation would be issued from the FDB Directorate to DCU seeking a nomination. The matter was proposed by Tom Doyle and seconded by Anne Devitt.

Board members AGREED to the proposal.
Member's Induction

A member's induction session was held on May 7th 2008. Members who attended found it very beneficial
Action Team Chairpersons Biannual Meetings

It was agreed that Action Team Chairs would meet on a biannual basis this meeting has been arranged for 4th June in Swords, County Hall.

Greater Blanchardstown

The Director informed members that the Greater Blanchardstown group engaged consultants to undertake three separate studies on:
1. Physical Design
2. Community Survey

3. Transportation Services

He reported that in all cases work was underway and that once the work has been completed, a heretofore unseen picture of how well Blanchardstown fits together will be available in the near future.
OECD Report “Towards an Integrated Pubic Service”
The Director brought the report to the attention of the members highlighting the section which recommends re-inforcement of the co-ordination and integration role of CDB’s. Whilst noting the lack of involvement of Local Authorities in the area of education the report highlighted the Fingal Schools Model as an example of best practise of collaborative work between the Department of Education and Science and Fingal County Council.
Board members AGREED to the proposal.

	

	5.  Tracking System

	The report which was previously circulated was noted. The Director gave a brief update on all actions of the Board paying particular attention to the Action Planning for Community Gain.  He informed members that it is proposed to develop a model of best practice for public consultation based on the lessons learned from both the Swords and Lusk LAP’s processes. This model will assist the Council’s Planning Department would conduct future LAP’s in the County. He also told members that when the Council’s Interdepartmental Group on Climate Change is currently preparing its strategy, he indicated that this information would be shared at a later meeting with Board members.

	

	6. FDB Action Team
    Updates

	Fingal Inter-Agency Traveller Action Plan
Colm O'Neill, Chair of this Action Team made a presentation outlining the key points and recommendations of the Plan. He requested the endorsement of Board members for the Plan. He apologised for not circulating the Plan in advance of the meeting and added that in next few days, members would get an opportunity to read and comment on the Plan before it would be submitted to the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform

Jim O’ Sullivan proposed endorsing the Plan and Gerry McGuire seconded this proposal.

Members AGREED to endorse the plan, as presented, and to submit any comments directly to Colm O’ Neill and Ciarán Staunton no later than the end of May. 

Action Team 6 & 7 – Cultural Diversity and Translation Services
Emer Mulligan, Chair of Action Team 6 & 7 made a presentation on the recent “Audit of Cultural Diversity Training & Translations Services in Fingal” the report of which was circulated at the meeting. She apologised for circulating the audit report at such short notice. She highlighted the key points and recommendations of the audit report acknowledging the work done by Ciarán Staunton and other members of the Action Team.  Emer indicated that the Action Team would now bring the audit to SIMC (Social Inclusion Measures Committee) for consideration as part of the group's integration agenda.  
Emer requested that members endorse the audit report and indicated that this was as far as this group could go with this Action.

Members of the Board praised the work as a timely piece of research and indicated that it would complement other work currently in progress and inform future policy decisions.

Michele Butler proposed endorsing the audit report and Tom Doyle seconded it and members AGREED

	

	7. Presentations
	Indecon Report

The Director gave a brief outline to the Board on the 15 Recommendations of the Indecon Review of County/City Development Boards, highlighting those items with direct implications for the Board.

Members were asked for their opinion on the report. They indicated that the report didn’t provide any surprises and all agreed that FDB was not only meeting most of the requirements being asked of it but in some cases FDB had surpassed the report. 
There was some discussion regarding recommendation 9 which proposes interagency secondments to CDB’s. Members expressed disappointment with the Review’s lack of criticism of the poor performance of some CDB’s and lack of support from Central Government which they felt decreased the value and purpose of the report in the long run.
Ipsos MORI Report
Emmet O’ Briain, Consultant from Ipsos MORI gave a presentation on their findings from the recent Survey of Minority Ethnic Communities in Fingal. He informed members that the work carried out was unique in that it is the first of its kind to be conducted within a Local Authority area. Respondents interviewed for the survey were from 100 different countries speaking more that 100 different languages. This research was driven through the SIMC and was co-funded by Fingal County Council’s Community, Recreation and Amenities Department.
Members found the presentation very informative and it generated a lively discussion.

Metro North Economic Corridor
In advance of the presentation on Metro North Economic Corridor(MNEC) The Director presented the new Dublin, Fingal Brochure – “Connecting, Success, Living” to the Board. The brochure promotes Fingal as Ireland’s prime investment location.

AnnMarie Farrelly, Senior Executive Officer of the Councils’ Economic and Social Development Division presented key findings and recommendations of the recent MNEC Economic Strategy. She reminded members of the forthcoming launch of the Economic Strategy on Monday 26th May in the College of Physicians. She also highlighted the proposed Economic Conference later in the year and asked that the Board formally host this event.

As part of the discussion which ensued following the presentation Valerie Henderson expressed her concern regarding the lost opportunity at this time for an integrated transport network linking the new Metro North with the Northern Train-Line. David O’Connor assured her and all members that this matter would not be omitted from future plans of the Council. He informed members that all opportunities to connect to the Dublin Belfast line will be exploited.
Jeanne Deegan supported the proposal that the FDB host the proposed Economic Conference and this was seconded by Valerie Henderson.

Members AGREED with the proposal.


	

	8 8.   Board Member’s

9       Issues
	Michelle Butler of the Fingal County Childcare Committee presented her case regarding the FCCC’s appeal to extend the application deadline for submissions of large scale community grants from June 2008 to June 2009. She outlined recent progress made by FCCC in their application for funding but also identified some key issues of concern which were circulated to the Board at the meeting. She asked that the Board support the Committee in their appeal to the OMC for funding. She also asked that there be some level of exploratory work into accessing funds from the Development Contribution Scheme. A request was also made to FCC to act as a holding fund for any capital funding that they might receive
Colm O' Neill proposed that this matter be endorsed by the Board and it was seconded by Gerry McGuire. Members AGREED to the proposal

	

	9.    A.O.B.
	There were no matters arising under any other business


	

	    Next meeting
	The next meeting of the Development Board will take place on 10th September 2008 at 4.00pm in the Europa Academy in Balheary, Swords
The meeting ended at 6.35 p.m.


	FDB Executive
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