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A Date For Your Diary

FINGAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD

‘Maximising the (Sustainable Development) Benefits of Dublin Airport for Fingal, Dublin, and Ireland inc.’
Proposed: International Airport Development Conference.

Date: Monday March 13th & Tuesday March 14th 2006.

Venue: The Great Southern Hotel, Dublin Airport, Fingal, County Dublin, Ireland.
1. Conference Context:

Context

The Irish Aviation sector like its overseas counterparts is witnessing significant growth in a dynamic, changing and competitive international aviation market environment. 

Dublin Airport as the largest international Gateway and Business Park in Ireland is at the forefront of this increased growth. Aggressive destination marketing, increasing consumer income and the decline in average flown airfares continue to play a significant part of this success story. Equally so, the arrival and growing commercial contribution of the Low Cost Carriers (LCC’s), the successful repositioning of Ireland’s national flag carrier combined with the introduction of new carriers, routes, destinations to and from Dublin, have also been sited as some of the major contributing factors to Dublin Airport’s ongoing growth. 

Against this background, Dublin Airport faces a number of growth related challenges and Dublin Airport Authority plc is at an advanced stage in its planning, design and funding of new (air and landside facilities) enhanced capacity in Dublin Airport. The Irish Government and the Dept of Transport with its 10-year capital expenditure programme which seeks to ‘inter alia’ address surface transport issues, is eagerly awaited by a number of stakeholders.

This conference is aimed at progressing the debate about the future role, contribution and commercial strategy for Dublin Airport and its wider region. Targeting airport policy formulators, operators, specialists, employers, infrastructure designers and managers, engineers, transport directors, project managers, planners, construction firms, business development executives, consultants, third level, passenger service suppliers, sales and marketing executives, is also aimed at informing the ongoing commitment, work of Fingal Development Board and the Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum on the sustainable development of Dublin Airport over the next twenty-five years and beyond.

The draft programme will look at international airport development trends, ‘airport – city’ models and their roles as gateways to economic development. Overall, the objective is to increase awareness, inform the ongoing debate on how to maximise and balance the economic, social, environmental and transportation opportunities linked to the rapid growth in passenger and freight services for local communities, passengers and commercial user’s alike.

Key international aviation, airport authorities, planners, marketers, specialist consultants and speakers will impart their expertise, insights on international airport development and future growth strategies. The event sponsor, Fingal Development Board, believes this will significantly contribute and inform opinions on how Dublin Airport’s inevitable growth can be harnessed to mutually assist the county, city and the country. It is proposed to recruit a conference organiser to assist us in the organisation of this event.  

The conference will also highlight that vital connectivity between the various surface transport modes, local employers and essential services needs to be more effectively managed and implemented while containing the potential mitigating factors in the surrounding communities.
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