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Roganstown Golf & Country Club, Swords

 County Data Committee update
__________________________________________


Board Members will recall that the County Data Committee was set up to address the issue of the lack of Fingal Data.

The Committee has now reached a landmark point in its work as set down by the Board earlier this year. After hiring Tekenable to do an audit of over 40 different data systems held by 6 different state agencies the Committee has now got a draft report which is being read and considered. 

The attendance at meetings has been good and with one exception all of the state agencies assented to allowing Tekenable to speak to their database managers on our behalf. The exception was An Garda Síochána who have indicated that allowing access to their database experts would not be feasible at the moment in view of the new Policing Act. 

Having examined a variety of systems and assessed the capacity of the system to provide Fingal administrative statistics the Tekenable report has arrived at the following findings (summary):

· Data owners in the various organisations are willing to share data; 

· The quality of the data in the systems encountered is high and can be used for statistical purposes to learn things about local areas;

· Geography is the main technical problem, i.e. Fingal is not recognised by any; 

· Sharing statistical data that does not identify individual citizens does not breach the Data Protection Act; 

· There are fears about misinterpretation of the data; 

· There are a multiplicity of different technologies in which data is stored;

· There is no mechanism for transferring and presenting the data; 

· The data though collected over different timeframes is still comparable.

The Tekenable report recommends the following (summary): 

· All State Agencies who are members of the Board should transfer data for geo-coding with personal identifiers removed like name and house number; 

· So long as the new postcode system creates areas that cohere with the Fingal boundary the Board should fully support the proposed new national postcode system; 

· DEDs should be adopted as a standard for small area geography within databases; 

· The Board should choose, establish or engage an independent body to act as the geo-coding agent; 

· The Board should develop a Fair Use Policy for its member agencies to ensure that data is misinterpreted;

· The Board should set up a pilot project called the Fingal Data Hub to start sharing the data; 

· There should be synchronised Data reporting timeframes; 

· The Fingal Data Hub should be used to visualise the data;

· Electronic systems should replace the current outdated paper formats.

At an earlier Board meeting it was announced that the Data Committee wanted to have a seminar to allow a wider audience to engage with these issues and look at how we intend to solve the problems. But at its last meeting the Committee decided to postpone the seminar until the New Year. The reasoning was that the members of the Committee  want to ensure that they have support from their organisations to proceed with the various proposals and recommendations. The report will be made available to Board members in the coming weeks.
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