Agenda Item No.4 

FINGAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD

6th Review Meeting - 10th November 2005  

Roganstown Golf & Country Club, Swords

 Update on Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum

__________________________________________

The Forum held its inaugural meeting on the 6th October in the Great Southern Hotel. 

Membership

As of the 3rd November the Forum comprises 22 organisations and 25 members. 

We are having difficulties finding a nominee for the St. Margaret's area and for the Cloghran/Baskin area. In choosing community representatives it is essential that there is evidence of clearly documented procedures such as a constitution, regular meetings, AGM’s etc. so as to ensure the legitimacy of the community organisation represented on the Forum. Fingal County Council’s Community Department are working on sourcing an appropriate nominee for each of these localities.

There are still two nominations outstanding - Aer Lingus and SIPTU.

The Irish Aviation Authority declined the offer of a seat on the Forum on the grounds that they are a regulatory body and it would not be appropriate for them to be in attendance. The Cargo companies (just 4 out of 19 companies at the airport expressed an interest in the Forum) have decided to withdraw as they feel that there is nothing to be gained from membership of the Forum.

Application for membership

Decisions on issues regarding membership of the Forum are a matter for the Board. 

Dr. Danny O’Hare, chairperson of the Forum, passed on a letter (26th September 2005) he received from Mr. Flan Clune, Chief Executive, Irish Tour Operators Federation (ITOF) applying for a seat on the Forum.

In the letter Mr. Clune, states that the ITOF represents “over 95% of the charter holidaymakers using Dublin Airport or about 2 million passengers”.  The membership of the Federation includes the ten major tour operators in Ireland: American Holidays, Budget Travel, Crystal Holidays, Falcon/JWT, Flyaway Tours, Panorama & Airtours Holidays, Sunway Holidays, Sunworld and Topflight. (A copy of the letter will be available at the meeting).

The meeting needs to consider this application.

Publicity
On the question of publicity the Forum decided that the best way forward was to promote the work of the Forum via a dedicated DASF Website. Minutes of meetings, agenda items, copies of reports and presentations will be posted onto the site. There will also be a facility for members of the public to email in their comments and submissions on the work of the Forum. The Forum also agreed that a Chairman’s statement would be issued to the press after every meeting.

Funding

The levels of funding of the Forum are still under consideration by DAA and FCC who have agreed to be its funders with the operational/secretarial support being provided through the FDB.
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