FINGAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD

9th Review Meeting – 15th March 2006

Council Chamber, County Hall, Swords

 Directors Report

Agenda Item: 3

_______________________________

(1)   Membership

IDA Ireland

Conor Agnew, East Regional Manager, IDA Ireland has resigned from the

Board as he is taking up a new position in the IDA.

Conor was nominated to the Board in March 2000 and renominated on the 22nd July 2002.  He has been a strong supporter of the Board Strategy and we are very grateful to him for his support.  Conor served on the Economic Development Working Group in the past and more recently on the Economic Development Monitoring Committee.  We wish him every success in his new position.

The IDA has nominated Mr. Kevin McCarthy to replace Conor on the Board.  Kevin is the new East Regional Manager with specific responsibility for the Fingal Area.  I would like to take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to Kevin.
(2) County Data Seminar Report

A subcommittee of the FDB  (County Data Committee) convened a seminar on Friday the 24th of February last to discuss an advanced draft of the Fingal Data Report. Elected members were circulated information about the project at previous council meetings. 

In terms of turnout the seminar was a success. 75 people were invited and almost 50 attended. Those who attended had read the report and there were some robust exchanges as well as praise from National bodies. For example the Department of Environment and Local Government praised Fingal Development Board for having such good foresight and producing this report at a very timely juncture. 

The seminar involved an explanation of the context within which the committee had done it’s work. The Chairperson outlined that the committee involved nine of the state agencies who are board members. It went about it’s work in 2005 by taking the following steps:

· Agreeing a list of data items that were of interest to the Fingal Development Board and it’s constituent organisations

· Verifying that data existed in various Government Departments and State Agencies, but was not available on a Fingal basis 

· Drawing up terms of Reference to hire consultants (TEKENABLE were chosen)

· Overseeing various drafts of the report as they emerged from Tekenable

· Acting as brokers and champions for the project WITHIN their own agencies

The advance draft was circulated before the seminar and attendees were encouraged to read it.

Attendees at the seminar heard the following speakers (synopsis of their speeches):


Synopsis (full presentations available on request)

Mr Pete Rose – 

TEKENABLE
· Terms of Reference

· Why did TEKENABLE bid for this work

· How was the audit of systems carried out

· What systems were examined

· The main findings are:

· Data owners are willing to share data 

· The quality of the data systems high

· Fingal Geography is not recognised by any 

· Statistical data that does not identify individuals does not breach the Data Protection Act 

· The agencies have fears about misinterpretation of the data 
The recommendations are:

· All State Agencies who are members of the Board should transfer data; 

· The Board should fully support the proposed new national postcode system, on condition that the new postcode system coheres with the Fingal boundary; 

· DEDs should be adopted as a standard for small area geography within databases; 

· The Board should choose, establish or engage an independent body to act as the geo-coding agent; 

· The Board should develop a Fair Use Policy for its member agencies to avoid the misinterpretation of data;

· The Board should set up a pilot project called the Fingal Data Hub to start sharing the data; 

· Electronic systems should replace the current outdated paper formats in some of the agencies


Gerry Brady – 

Central Statistics Office
· The CSO and would welcome this report. The project clearly operates at a statistical level and is not interested in individual citizens 

· CSO has a long-term objective of streamlining “data islands” and this includes a focus on administrative records

· Fingal is not entirely provided for in CSO stats. This might change in the future

· Data protection is not breached if a secondary use of data is for statistical purposes

· Lessons are to be learned from the general approach in this project

· What classifications should be built onto the data other than geography – nationality codes?

· Postcodes present a great opportunity for Fingal, in whatever form they take



Bruce McCormack – Department of Environment and Local Government
· The Fingal report has a huge synergy with the Spatial Data action in the National Spatial Strategy

· The TEKENABLE report is excellent, it covers the issues in a proper way and has taken huge care to look at the national picture and work within the terms of the data Protection legislation

· The Data Hub recommendation shows how costs can be reduced and minimised

· The report was not strong on issues of metadata – the only criticism



John Hearn – 

Communications Regulator
· The Tekenable report is an excellent report

· ComReg welcomes the statement about support for postcodes and agrees that data requirements for service planning are a valid consideration within the postcode initiative

· The level of disaggregation below a Fingal level will need to be flexible, not tied to DEDs or Small atomic areas

· Fair-use policies are progressive way in which the data culture can change in the public sector

 

A number of workshops were held that raised issues of detail.  All issues raised will be considered by the County Data Committee before finalisation.
(3) Launch of County Profile and Economic Strategy for Fingal 2005 - 2011  (Fitzpatrick's) 

It is hoped to launch this report in April in the County Council Offices in Blanchardstown subject to the schedule of the Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahern who has been invited to do the official launch.  Members will be formally notified when the date is confirmed.
(4) Voter Participation Study

Questionnaires are being distributed across the county using a variety of methods in order to generate a high response rate. A meeting has also taken place with members of the Maynooth research team and their colleagues in the National Geo-computation Centre regarding the compilation, storage & possible future use of the data collected during this study. Dr. Adrian Kavanagh’s study on voter turnout for the 2004 local elections is now ready for print and is expected to be launched in late May/early June.

(5) Young Citizen Award Presentation

Councillor Joan Maher, Cathaoirleach of Fingal County Council, presented Young Citizen Award Scheme certificates to 52 young people on Tuesday 7th March in County Hall, Swords at 5.00pm. The overall award scheme and ceremony had been co-ordinated by Hilary Kendlin. The event was also Webcast and can be accessed on www.fingalcoco.ie
The Young Citizen Award Scheme, endorsed and presented by President Mary McAleese, was launched as part of 2005 European Year of Citizenship through Education. The scheme is aimed at young people aged 12-25 who are involved in their local communities through active citizenship projects.

Twenty one individual and five group applications, involving 90 young people were successfully entered for the Fingal area and involved work under the following themes: 

· Improving your environment (including coaching, mentoring, Guides, Brownies, Beavers, drugs information, & fundraising).

· Celebrating Diversity

· Youth Representation

· Environmental 

· Caring for older people / those with special needs

· Global Development

Five of the participants have been randomly selected to attend an additional awards ceremony in Áras an Uachtaráin on March 14th where they will receive a commemorative lapel pin from the President, Mary McAleese. 

(6) Meeting Schedule for 2006 and 2007

The following meeting dates are proposed (2nd Wednesday of February, May, September and November) for future meetings of the Board during 2006 and 2007.

2006

1oth May 

13th September

8th November

2007

14th February (Annual General Meeting)

9th May

12th September

15th November
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