EDUCATION ACTION MEETING 

HELD ON 19th April 2006

Present: Stephen Falvey (DES), Hilary Kendlin (FDB), Mairead Murphy (ITB), Des Murtagh (VEC), & Maurice Walshe (FAS).

1. Introductions

As Mairead & Maurice were new members, general introductions were made & a brief outline of activities to date was given.

2. Areas to be Addressed

It was agreed that we will initially focus on the current service providers within the formal education sector in Fingal and that all participating agencies in this action group will contribute the relevant information as required. 

Issues arising from the discussion the following:

· Do we include grant-aiding support?

· What about bridging training to aid progression?

· Do we include all avenues open to young people to avail of educational opportunities within a lifelong learning framework?

· Profile of clients accessing services.

· Internal vs external use of information supplied.

· What about ICT and foreign language provision in schools? Who would compile & update that information?

It was therefore agreed that we should start with  anything on the FETAC, HETAC & NQAI spectrum that leads to a formal qualification, & then see where some of those branches lead to. It was also recognised that we will need to look at where industrial certification fits into this spectrum.

3. Collection of data

Hilary has agreed to collate all information supplied and the final report can be presented both geographically  & thematically to the main Development Board at the end of the year.

It was also agreed that more rather than less information is sent to Hilary who will then decide upon the level of detail that is needed in the final report. It will be easier to edit from a larger supply of information rather than to have repeated request for more information. 

Data is to be sent to Hilary covering the following areas:

· All school related information (Stephen)

· PLCs / Youthreach / VTOS (Stephen & Des)

· Apprenticeships & other relevant training courses (Maurice)

· Third level, including access programmes (Mairead)

· Any relevant Adult Education information (Des). 

