 29th MEETING OF THE FINGAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

Minutes of Meeting 

Held on the 20th September 2006

Great Southern Hotel, Dublin Airport

Present
Co-operation Fingal County Council


Emer Mulligan 

Dept. of Social & Family Affairs


Colm O'Neill 

Fingal Business Forum



Tony Lambert

Fingal Community Forum



Valerie Henderson 

Fingal County Council




Cllr. Ciaran Byrne

Fingal County Council




Cllr. Joe Corr

Fingal Tourism




Elaine O'Sullivan

Health Services Executive



Jim O'Sullivan

Rural Dublin LEADER Co. Ltd.   


Jeanne Deegan

Teagasc






Lorcan O'Toole

Fingal County Council




Cllr. David Healy

Co. Dublin VEC





Des Murtagh

Fingal Community Forum



Barbara Brennan

Fingal County Council




Cllr. Anne Devitt

Fingal County Council




Pat Keane

Apologies 

Blanchardstown Area Partnership


Linda Curran



Dept. of Education & Science



Stephen Falvey

Dublin Tourism




Catherine McCluskey

Fingal Business Forum



Gail Eames

Institute of Technology Blanchardstown

Mary Meaney

IDA Ireland






Kevin McCarthy

Fingal County Enterprise Board


Oisín Geoghegan


Fingal County Council




Cllr. Gerry McGuire

Enterprise Ireland




Noel McCabe

Fingal Community Forum



Andrew McCann 

Fingal Community Forum



Anne Brophy 

Absent
An Garda Síochána




Peter Maguire

Balbriggan Town Council



Cllr. May McKeon

FÁS






Tony Hannigan


Fingal County Childcare Committee


Michelle Butler 

Fingal County Council




Cllr. Michael Kennedy

Dublin Airport Authority



Siobhan Moore

Dublin Trades Council




Tom Simpson

Irish Farmers Association



Frank O'Leary

Staff in attendance: Senan Turnbull, Anita Morris, Ciarán Staunton, Hilary Kendlin, David Pryor, Ian Mc Guinness, Siobhan O'Donnell and Jackie Roberts

The meeting commenced at 4.10 p.m. 

Welcome

Ciaran Byrne welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular new members Mr. Pat Keane, Temporary County Manager and Cllr. Joe Corr, Cathaoirleach of FCC.  He also welcomed Mr. Dick Brady, Head of Corporate Services Department, FCC and Mr. Martin Sweeney, Senior Executive Officer, Transportation Department, FCC. 

1.   Minutes of Delegated Committee Meeting (10th May 2006)

The Minutes of the Delegated Committee meeting (10th May 2006), which had been circulated, were agreed.
2.   Matters arising

No matters arising

3. Director's Report

Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum

The application received from St. Margaret's Concerned Residents Association for a seat on the Forum was approved by the Board with the exception of Mr. Tony Lambert who objected to allowing two representatives from the one area to sit on the Forum, as he believed this would weaken the process.  

Voter Turnout Report

Hilary Kendlin informed the meeting of details of the launch and said that invitations would follow shortly for the 9th October at 7.00 p.m. in County Hall; Vincent Brown is to launch the report.

Report of the Fingal Data Sharing Initiative (Tekenable Report)

Ciarán Staunton told the meeting that the launch of the report would take place on the 17th October 2006, venue and time to be confirmed.  Invitations would follow.

Integration of Local and Community Development Structures

Senan Turnbull briefed the members on a Directive from the Department of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs relating to Local and Community Development Structures.  The Directive requires that a new unitary structure should be established for all Local and Community Development Organisations within County Boundaries by 31st December 2006.

It was expected that the three organisations involved, Blanchardstown Area Partnership (BAP), Co-Operation Fingal (CF) and Rural Dublin LEADER (RDL) would form an organisation to cover the entire county.

In further discussion it was agreed that the county be covered by two structures; BAP covering south of the Ashbourne Road with CF/RDL responsible for the remainder of the County.  It now seems that the Minister has agreed, without waiting for feedback from this meeting as his Department had requested, that the Baldoyle/Sutton/Howth area be covered by the Coolock based Northside Partnership (NP) and that RDL and CF would operate in different parts of the remainder of Fingal.

The meeting heard the positions from the members and a variety of questions were put by members not directly involved.

As there was considerable confusion as to the Minister's intentions it was agreed that the Directorate would write requesting an urgent meeting with him to discuss the matter.  The Chair and Manager of BAP, COF, RDL and NP are also to attend the meeting.

Towards Sustainable Airport Development - Airport Conference

A draft of the Conference Programme was circulated and members attention was drawn to the impressive range of speakers and topics at the conference.

It was expected that between 150-200 delegates would attend and that the cost would be ¤600 (plus VAT @ 21%) per delegate.  Board members, Councillors and members of local and community voluntary associations would be eligible for a 50% discount.  It was noted that in addition to this local and community voluntary associations could apply for funding support of up to ¤250 from the Community, Recreation & Amenities Department.

David Pryor asked members to register their interest in attending on www.airportsconference.com 

4. Tracking Report
Action 1 Integrated Transport Forum

Martin Sweeney, Transportation Department, Fingal County Council said that the Action Team has met on four occasions to date and includes representatives from the key stakeholders in the Transport Sector.  The Forum has discussed a wide range of issues and has also made formal submissions in relation to the route selection for Metro North and the application by Dublin Bus for extra fleet.  

He said that he was pleased with the work of the Forum to date and with the level of commitment and enthusiasm for this action.  The next meeting takes place on the 2nd October 2006.
Action 2 Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum

Anita Morris told the meeting that it was proposed to review the operations of the Forum and to reconvene the original Steering Committee to look at the original Terms of Reference.

Action 3 Location Fingal

David Pryor told the meeting that the Action Team had agreed to revert to the original title for this action 'Invest Fingal'.  He also informed the meeting that the Invest Fingal Action Team were aware of the work of the County Brand Action Team and assured the meeting that efforts were being made to ensure that the work of the two Teams did not overlap. 

The Team is also working on a book/brochure book to promote the county for investment and development opportunities.

It was agreed to take Item 6 of the Agenda at this point.

Action 4 County Brand

Mr. Dick Brady, Corporate Services gave an update to the meeting on the work of this Action Team.  A consultant, Mr. Ciaran O'Gaora has been engaged by Action Team 3 'Invest Fingal' to advise the Team on marketing Fingal.  However, the County Brand Action Team's brief is wider than just the marketing of Fingal.

Members were shown two concepts developed by Fresh Design Consultants and were then informed that further meetings with the designers were planned.  The meeting also heard that the County Brand Action Team had presented to the Location Fingal Action Team. 

Action 5 Minority Ethnic Employment

The report was noted.

Actions 6 & 7 Cultural Diversity Programme & Translation Costs

Emer Mulligan told the meeting that the key issue holding up the progression of this action was the inadequate representation on this Action Team and that further commitment was needed from all the agencies involved.  She explained that an initial meeting to look at the actions was poorly attended and a further meeting is scheduled for the 3rd October to discuss and decide on how best to move forward.

Action 8 Disability

Hilary Kendlin told the meeting that Andrew McCann, Fingal Community Forum had agreed to Chair this Action Team.  The Team propose to hold a conference in early 2007 to bring all relevant sectors together.  Fingal County Council is establishing a Disability Network and the Action Team will meet with the Disability Network to discuss and plan for the conference. 

Action 9 Travellers

Colm O'Neill gave the meeting a more recent update than that in the report on this action.  He said the meeting that a reconstituted Interagency Group had met on the 31st August 2006 and this meeting had agreed a work programme and meeting schedule to the end of the year.  A formal report will be made to the FDB in February 2007.  

Action 10 Education

Des Murtagh said that the Action Team is focusing on formal education services in Fingal and that there would be a further report for the meeting on the 8th November 2006.  

The members discussed and expressed concern on the lack of facilities for the large number of foreign nationals in formal education.  Hilary Kendlin told the meeting that information from the Dept. of Education & Science would be used to prepare a report on Foreign Nationals in Post-Primary education in Fingal.  The figures would also be mapped and shown by DED. 

Action 11 Health Stakeholders Forum

Jim O'Sullivan said representatives from the Health Service Executive and Fingal County Council have now been appointed to the Forum, and that the representation from the community sector is in the process of being finalised. He believed that this action does not overlap with the objectives of the Regional Health Forum.

He noted that concerns about the possible overlap with the Regional Forum will be addressed and it is expected that the Forum will hold its first meeting in October 2006. However, it was agreed that this action does not overlap with the objectives of the Regional Health Forum.

Action 12 Fingal Data Hub

It is proposed that following the launch of the Report of the Fingal Data Sharing Initiative to seek additional nominations and replacement nominees for this Action Team.  Ciarán Staunton said that there was a huge level of engagement from existing members and he hoped that this would continue.  However, things are on hold until the report is launched on 17th October 2006. The Action Team will give a detailed report to the 8th November 2006 meeting.

Action 13 Joint Policing Committee

It was noted that the first meeting of this Committee would take place on the 22nd September 2006.  

Action 14 Fingal Way

The Fingal Way Action Team has met on four occasions.  The team has agreed a work programme and are looking at the possibility of developing further walks in West Fingal area.

Work is progressing on the development of new walkways Turvey, Donabate and the Team would like to acknowledge the financial support of Rural Dublin LEADER Co to the project.

In addition, the Team would also like to acknowledge the work of Ian McGuinness in mapping the existing and proposed walkways in the county. 

Action 15 Planning for Community Gain

Senan Turnbull told the meeting that despite a slow start this action is now about to enter an operational phase.  It will be tested during the Local Area Plan process for Lusk, which is due to commence in October 2006.  It is proposed that consultants will be engaged to facilitate the process and the pilot, which will inform a future model for Fingal will be complete by mid 2007.

Action 16 Energy

David Healy expressed concern at the lack of participation in this action and said that it is currently a one-agency action.  The representation on this Team needs to be expanded to include representatives from other sectors such as transport, construction and economic.  David is to identify and request suitable agencies to join the team.
5. Census 2006

The report on the Census, which had been circulated, was noted.

Ciarán Staunton told the meeting that Fingal had the highest growth of any County or City in the state.  Some members expressed concern that the figures may not have been accurate, as they believed large numbers of migrant workers might not have taken part in the Census.  Maps illustrating areas of growth and decline in the County,  as well as maps indicating Fingal's growth in relation to the rest of the country, were displayed at the meeting.

Ciarán Staunton told members that the Board would issue further press releases as other census figures were released by the CSO.

6. Social Inclusion Monitoring Committee

The report was noted.

7. Any other Business

Annual Report 2006 

A copy of the Annual Report 2005 was circulated.  Ciaran Byrne congratulated the Directorate on its production.

Co. Dublin VEC Reports

Learning our Way to the Future, A Professional Association of VEC Adult Education Officers Report and Fingal Adult Education Service 2005, a Report - Profile & Reflections was circulated at the meeting.

Irish Business Forum in Hong Kong

Ciaran Byrne told the meeting that he had met the Chief Executive of the Irish Business Forum in Hong Kong, who had expressed an interest in addressing the Fingal Development Board.

Pat Keane, Temporary County Manager

Pat Keane told the meeting that he was deeply impressed by the wide range of activities that the board was involved in.  He was also impressed with the extent of the enthusiasm and commitment of members. 

Ciaran Byrne expressed the Board's appreciation for its continuing commitment of Fingal County Council for its work.

The meeting ended at 6.25 p.m.

_______________________________________


________________

Chair








Date
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