Draft Minutes of Meeting of Fingal Integrated Transport Forum

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Santry Demesne - 02/03/06 at 2.30pm

Present:

John Tierney, Fingal County Manager

Mick Lorigan, Director of Services, Transportation, Fingal County Council

Peter Caulfield, Senior Executive Officer, Transportation, Fingal County Council

David Pryor, Strategy Development Officer, Fingal Development Board

Martin Sweeney, Administrative Officer, Transportation, Fingal County Council

Cllr.Ciaran Byrne, Chairperson, Planning and Development SPC, FCC

Cllr.Michael Kennedy, Chairperson, Transportation SPC, FCC

Rory O'Connor, Rail Procurement Agency

Tom Finn, Iarnrod Eireann

Paddy Doherty, Dublin Bus

Michael Ryan, Fingal Access for All

Marie Egan-Cowman, Blanchardstown Chamber of Commerce

Tony Lambert, Swords Chamber of Commerce

Garda Inspector Anthony Waters

_____________________________________________________________________
The meeting was introduced by John Tierney who gave a presentation on the key transportation issues in Fingal and the suggested purpose and direction of the Forum.

Reference was made to Transport 21, and the development of the Metro, and Rory O'Connor briefed the meeting on the recent commencement of the public consultation process for the Metro North Route Selection.

Following discussion, it was agreed that the Forum will invite representatives from the following bodies:

Fingal County Council x 2

Dublin Airport Authority

Fingal Community Forum

An Garda Siochana

Dublin Bus

Bus Eireann

Rail Procurement Agency

Iarnrod Eireann

Fingal Access for All

Balbriggan Chamber of Commerce

Blanchardstown Chamber of Commerce

Swords Chamber of Commerce

John Tierney will write to each of the above groups, inviting nominees, prior to the first formal meeting of the Forum, will take place in May.

General discussion on the Forum followed.  It was agreed that the members of the Forum should not merely share information, but make decisions, or at least recommendations, on transportation issues over which they have influence.  In this regard, it was emphasised that the establishment of the Dublin Transport Authority may result in proposals to remove or transfer certain powers or functions from the bodies represented on the Forum.

The Forum could shape and facilitate the effective roll-out of Transport 21 in Fingal.  Main topics of discussion in this regard, which will be addressed in greater detail at future meetings, included:

i. Identifying immediate gaps in existing services, and seeking local/internal remedies for same.  This could be an appropriate item for the first agenda of the Forum.

ii. Developing and supporting areas of existing and potential common policy (e.g. car park pricing).

iii. Developing a Park and Ride strategy for the County.

iv. Improving connectivity to rail stations.

v. Ensuring accessibility is integral to design of all proposed improvements.

vi. Exchanging Works Programmes/working together or in tandem on service provision etc.

It was agreed that the Forum members should ensure that their respective organisations were made aware of the existence of the Forum and any recommendations made by it.  It was also agreed that contact information for all member should be shared, including website addresses.

It was agreed that representatives on the Forum should inform fellow members of issues relevant to their particular organisation, and in this regard, it was agreed that at the meeting after next a presentation would be given by Fingal Access for All, on 'door to door' accessibility/disability requirements.

The meeting concluded at 3.45pm.

