Draft Minutes of Meeting of Fingal Integrated Transport Forum

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Santry Demesne - 23/05/06 at 2.30pm

Present:

John Tierney, Fingal County Manager

Mick Lorigan, Director of Services, Transportation, Fingal County Council

Martin Sweeney, Administrative Officer, Transportation, Fingal County Council

Cllr.Michael Kennedy, Chairperson, Transportation, SPC, FCC

Michael Ryan, Fingal Access for All

Tony Lambert, Swords Chamber of Commerce

John Farrell, Balbriggan Chamber of Commerce

Inspector Anthony Watters, An Garda Siochana

Paddy Doherty, Dublin Bus

Tom Finn, Iarnrod Eireann

Barry Drinan, Dublin Airport Authority

Apologies:

Robert O'Mahony, Bus Eireann

_____________________________________________________________________

1)
Minutes of the Establishment Meeting held on 02/03/06

The minutes were agreed.

2)
Bus Transport

Paddy Doherty, Dublin Bus gave a powerpoint presentation on the key issues affecting the delivery of the Dublin Bus service.  Discussion followed.  Michael Ryan welcomed recent improvements in accessibility on Dublin Bus services.  He expressed some concern regarding the checking/monitoring of accessible bus routes particularly problems which have been encountered in relation to the design of ramps.  Paddy Doherty acknowledged this problem and undertook to raise this matter with the relevant personnel in Dublin Bus.

The question of feeder bus services from new estates to main bus routes and from bus routes to rail stations was then discussed.  It was generally agreed that such services were desirable.

Barry Drinan pointed out the importance of an improved Dublin Bus service, adding that improved private bus services especially those serving Dublin Airport were also necessary.  The Dublin Airport Authority has significant statistical information on people who are working within the airport lands (e.g. from where, how far and how they travel to and from the airport) and agreed to share this data with Dublin Bus and any other members of the Forum who wished to have sight of it.

Following discussion in relation to this matter it was agreed that a meeting be organised between Dublin Bus, The Dublin Airport Authority and officials from Fingal County Council Planning Department and that a presentation by the Planning Department on the County Development Plan and Local Area Plans within Fingal, especially those affecting Dublin Airport, be made to a future meeting of the Forum.

Discussion then took place on possible measures which can be implemented to deal with parking problems at and beside railway stations which are causing concern to the Gardaí, residents and commuters alike.

Several contributions were made to this discussion.  Michael Lorigan referred to the success of Parking Management Schemes (Pay and Display).  Tom Finn suggested that a pricing system within rail stations linked to pay parking on the adjacent public roads could be considered.  John Tierney suggested that Dublin Bus examine whether it can reduce the problem by getting people to the railway stations by bus rather than car.  Michael Kennedy agreed with this suggestion and expressed the view that people should be encouraged from a pricing perspective not to park in residential areas beside rail stations where feasible and the new local bus services in Balbriggan (Bus Eireann/Fingal County Council) was cited as an example of how these services can be successful.

During his presentation Paddy Doherty had referred to Dublin Bus's request to the Minister for Transport for an additional 200 buses per annum.  He had indicated that this request had met with some resistance from the Minister, much of which had to do with issues other than the demand for an additional fleet e.g. private bus operators and licensing issues.

John Tierney expressed his support for Dublin Bus's application for extra fleet and highlighted the huge projected growth in areas within Fingal e.g. Donabate as an example of the need to improve and increase the number of buses on the road.

Following discussion it was agreed that this Forum should put its case to the Department of Transport in support of Dublin Bus's request for 200 additional buses per annum.

John Tierney made reference to the GIS database in use in Fingal County Council and suggested that bus routes and services be included on the database.

Following discussion it was agreed that the Council's IT section liase with Dublin Bus in this regard.

3)
Infrastructure - Delivery of the Fingal County Council Capital Works Programme 2006-2008

The Fingal County Council Transportation and Water Services Capital Works 

Programme 2006-2008 was circulated to all members of the Forum.  The annual 

works programme for 2006 had been previously circulated.  A brief discussion 

followed.  Any queries that any members of the Forum might have on these 

programmes should be directed to Martin Sweeney (Transportation, 01-

8905812) or Mary Daly (Water Services, 01-8906224).

4) Public Transport Accessibility - Railway stations, bus stops etc.

Michael Ryan, Fingal Access for All spoke briefly about key accessibility issues in relation to public transport and suggested that Cormac Maloney, Vantastic give a detailed presentation at the next meeting of the Forum.  This was agreed.

5) Metro North Route Selection.

It was noted that the Railway Procurement Agency was inviting submissions from members of the public and interested bodies in relation to the route selection for Metro North.  Three routes - namely the West, Central and East Route - have been put forward by the RPA as options for the proposed Metro North.

Following discussion the Forum agreed that the Central Route, amended to serve the main terminal building of Dublin Airport, and including the R132 routing option north of the airport, is the preferred route.

It was agreed that a formal submission from the Forum to this affect would be made to the RPA.

6).
Exchange of Works Programme

The Fingal County Council Works Programme had been circulated earlier.  Tom Finn, Iarnrod Eireann agreed to circulate its programme to relevant members of the Forum prior to the next meeting.

7).
Any Other Business

The Agenda for the next meeting of the Forum was agreed and this meeting will take place on Monday 24th July 2006 at 11am in the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Santry Demesne.

