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MINUTES 2nd BOARD REVIEW MEETING 

Held on the 18th May 2005

Council Chamber, County Hall

Present: Barbara Brennan, Anne Brophy, Peter Coyle, Jeanne Deegan, Gail Eames, Oisín Geoghegan, David Healy, Valerie Henderson, Michael Kennedy, Tony Lambert, Emer Mulligan, Lorcan O'Toole, Noel McCabe, Andrew McCann, Siobhan Moore, Catherine McCluskey, Frank O’Leary, Elaine O'Sullivan, Michelle Butler

Apologies: Conor Agnew, Ciaran Byrne, Anne Devitt, Linda Curran, Peter Maguire, May McKeon, Des Murtagh, Colm O’Neill, Tom Simpson and John Tierney 

Absent: Tony Hannigan, Gerry McGuire, Mary Meaney, Noel Mulvihill

In attendance: Senan Turnbull, Anita Morris, Ciarán Staunton, Hilary Kendlin, David Pryor, Jackie Roberts. 

The meeting commenced at 4.45 p.m. 

Mr. Lorcan O’Toole - Cathaoirleach

Mr. Lorcan O’Toole, who chaired the meeting in the absence of the Cathaoirleach Councillor Ciáran Byrne, went through the format of the meeting and reminded the members that the main item of business of the day was the continuation of the Review Process.

Draft FDB Socio-Economic Strategy for Fingal

Mr. Jim Fitzpatrick and Mr. Fergal O’Brien, Fitzpatrick Associates gave a presentation on the key themes in their draft report on the Socio-Economic Strategy for Fingal.

Following the presentation members raised a number of concerns about the document in particular: the need for more weighting to be given to the Dublin 15 area; the lack of emphasis on the role of the airport in employment terms; the emphasis on Swords as a county town overlooked the fact that there was no connection between Swords and the coastal region of Baldoyle, Sutton and Howth and finally the absence of valid sustainability criteria.

Mr. Fitzpatrick replied to questions raised during the debate and suggested that any additional comments or concerns should be channelled through David Pryor.

David Pryor told the meeting that a new draft would be prepared and circulated to members as soon as possible but at the latest by early June. The objective was to bring a final draft of the document to the next Board meeting on the 22nd June 2005.

The Cathaoirleach and members thanked Mr. Fitzpatrick and Mr. O’Brien for their presentation. It was agreed that a copy of the presentation would be emailed to all the members.

Dublin Airport Draft Stakeholders Forum

David Pryor referred to the draft proposal on the Airport Stakeholders Forum document circulated at the March meeting. He said he would welcome further input from members on the contents of the document given that the FDB has received just two written submissions to date. 

It was agreed that this would be listed for the June meeting when the situation in relation to future plans for the airport would be clearer.

County Data

The Cathaoirleach of the County Data Committee, Ms. Anne Brophy (FCF) reported on the Data Sharing Initiative that was recently put out to tender. A total of thirty-three companies expressed an interest in the project. Six firms had tendered for the work and three of these - Deloitte & Touche, Tekenable and Version One- were being asked to give a presentation on their respective proposals to the full Committee to assist in the final selection. 

Anne said that this was a worthwhile and valuable undertaking, which would be of benefit to all of the members on the Board. The Committee was now asking participating agencies to firm up on their financial contributions to the project. 

Continuation of Review

The Cathaoirleach asked that the members be conscious of what was needed as the outcome of the meeting namely: agreement on the nature of the groupings needed to carry out the review, volunteers to sit on such structures/committees, the appointment of a chair to each committee and agreement on a revised meeting schedule.

Senan Turnbull gave a slide presentation on the key points in the report on the ‘Results of the Board Member Survey’ which had been circulated in the advance of the meeting. This was followed by a debate, which centred mainly on the type of structures required to carry out the review; the importance of not losing sight of the work existing structures such as the SIM Committee, the SMC and the new ideas coming out of the Fitzpatrick Report. 

During the course of the debate Michelle Butler offered to take the lead on setting up a new Children, Young People and Families Committee pointing that the Strategy was deficient in this area and Councillor Michael Kennedy offered to chair the Transport Committee. 

There were a number of suggestions for different themes and groupings. In the end the Board accepted a proposal from Councillor David Healy to set up the following five sub-committees:

1) Transport

2) Built Environment  (to include Housing, Planning and a (renamed) Planning for Community Gain) 

3) Public Services  (to include social services such as Education, Health, Crime, Civic, Culture etc)

4) Economic Development (to include Branding)

5) Natural Environment (to include issues such as Shoreline, Air Quality, Local Agenda 21 etc)

The decision of the meeting was that members would be asked to choose which grouping they wished to be associated with and where members felt that their organisation had an interest in more than one area that they could bring in others to the process. 

Each group will be facilitated to meet before the next Board meeting in June.

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Board is the 22nd June 2005.

The meeting concluded at 6.50 p.m.
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