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8th  REVIEW MEETING  

Held on the 15th February 2006

Council Chamber, County Hall, Swords

Present
Co-operation Fingal County Council


Emer Mulligan

Dept. of Social & Family Affairs


Colm O'Neill

Fingal County Council




Anne Devitt

Fingal County Council




David Healy

Balbriggan Town Council



May McKeon

Co. Dublin VEC




Des Murtagh

Enterprise Ireland




Noel McCabe

An Garda Siochána




Peter Maguire

Health Services Executive



Jim O'Sullivan

Fingal County Council




Joan Maher

Fingal County Council




Ciaran Byrne

Fingal County Enterprise Board



Oisín Geoghegan


Dept. of Education & Science



Stephen Falvey

Apologies 

Blanchardstown Area Partnership


Linda Curran




Institute of Technology Blanchardstown


Mary Meaney

Irish Farmers Association



Frank O'Leary

Rural Dublin LEADER Co. Ltd.   


Jeanne Deegan

Fingal Business Forum




Gail Eames

Fingal County Council




John Tierney

Fingal Community Forum



Andrew McCann

Fingal Community Forum



Anne Brophy 

Fingal Community Forum



Barbara Brennan

Fingal Community Forum



Valerie Henderson 

Dublin Airport Authority



Siobhan Moore

FÁS






Tony Hannigan


Fingal County Childcare Committee


Michelle Butler

Fingal County Council




Gerry McGuire

Fingal Tourism






Elaine O'Sullivan

Dublin Tourism






Catherine McCluskey

Teagasc






Lorcan O'Toole,

Absent
Fingal County Council




Michael Kennedy

IDA Ireland






Conor Agnew

Fingal Business Forum




Tony Lambert

Dublin Trades Council




Tom Simpson

In attendance: Senan Turnbull, Anita Morris, Ciarán Staunton, Hilary Kendlin, David Pryor and Jackie Roberts

The meeting commenced at 4.40 p.m. 

New Member

The Chair welcomed Mr. Stephen Falvey, Assistant Principal Officer, Department of Education and Science. The Director, Senan Turnbull, also welcomed Mr. Falvey saying that he was delighted to finally see representation from the Department of Education on the Board and this meant that the last seat on the Board was now filled.

1.   Minutes of 28th Board/7th Review Meeting (7th December 2005)

The Minutes of the 28th Board/7th Review meeting (7h December 2005) which had been circulated were considered. 
It was proposed by Councillor Anne Devitt and seconded by Colm O'Neill that the minutes of the meeting as circulated be adopted and approved.
2. Matters arising
Fingal Commmunity Forum

Senan Turnbull indicated that since the last meeting in December there had been two meetings with the Fingal Community and that issue raised by them has now been resolved.

3. Minutes of Meeting of Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum (15th December 2005)

The Secretary explained that, as an initiative of the FDB, it was important that members were kept up to date on the progress and development of the DASF. With this in mind it was decided to bring Minutes of Meetings of the Forum to the Board for noting and if anything in the minutes needed clarification or members wanted to follow up on something then these could be addressed at the meeting.

The Minutes of the DASF meeting of the 15th December 2005 were noted.

4. Directors Report

Staffing

The Director informed the meeting that Hilary, Ciarán and David had all successfully competed in a closed competition for the post of permanent Administrative Officer in Fingal County Council and were now permanent staff of Fingal County Council assigned to the Fingal Development Board. 

The Cathaoirleach and members of the Board congratulated Hilary and Ciarán and David on their success in the competition.

Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum – Membership Issues

(a) Application from Portmarnock Community Council for a seat on the Board for UPROAR

A report on this matter, which had been circulated, was considered. 

Following discussion it was decided not to appoint UPROAR as a nominating organisation to the Forum. The general consensus of the meeting was that there was already a long list of participants on the Forum, which had been debated at length when the Forum was originally being set up. There was also the possibility if the Board were to accede to this request it could result in similar applications from other groups on the Forum and that this would make the Forum unmanageable in practical terms. 

(b) St. Margaret’s Concerned Residents Association
A report on this matter, which had been circulated, was considered. The Secretary pointed out that a copy of the correspondence referred to in the report was available at the meeting.

Following discussion the report was noted.

Voter Patterns in Fingal

In speaking to the report Hilary Kendlin informed the members that a meeting had been arranged with Dr. Adrian Kavanagh in Maynooth and two experts in geo computing to consider how to handle the spatial data in the final report.

The report was noted.

Consultation

The Board noted that there no submissions following consultation with the local development sector and meetings with the Improved Cohesion Group on the draft Strategy.

Meeting Schedule for 2006  

The members agreed to meet on the 15th March 2005 to discuss arrangements/structures for the monitoring and implementation of the revised strategy. It was also agreed that a schedule of meetings for the years 2006/2007 will be presented at this meeting.

Financial Report
The report was noted.

NorDubCo

The report was noted.

5. County Data Committee Report

The report was noted. Ciarán Staunton emphasised that the seminar would proceed on the 24th February 2006 and urged all Board members to attend the seminar.

6. Continuation of the Review

The Cathaoirleach said that it was hoped to complete the review process at the meeting and to present and agree an implementation plan for the Revised Strategy at a special meeting on the 15th March 2006. This was agreed.

Action 1 Fingal Integrated Transport Forum

The Cathaoirleach told the meeting that the process to establish the Forum had begun.  The Fingal County Manager has called a meeting of the key stakeholders for the 2nd March 2006. 

Action adopted. It was noted that Fingal County Council would be the lead agency in this action.

Action 2 Dublin Airport Stakeholders Forum

The Board noted that this action was agreed and that the process had already started. 

Action adopted. It was noted that the FDB would be the lead agency in this action.

Action 3 Economic Development Unit - "Investing in Fingal"

The Cathaoirleach advised members that the process to establish the Forum had begun.  The Fingal County Manager has called a meeting of the key stakeholders for the 2nd March 2006. 

Action adopted. It was noted that Fingal County Council would be the lead agency in this action.

Action 4 County Brand

Action Adopted. It was noted that Fingal County Council would be the lead agency in this action and that a small team already working on this action.

Action 5 Assistance to the non-national population

Ciarán Staunton updated the members on the progress made on this action since the last Board meeting. 

Stephen Falvey, Dept. of Education & Science told the meeting of a new policy initiative in the Department to address the educational needs of non-nationals. He said that the Department proposed to hold a seminar on Adult Language Training Needs at a regional level in the near future and that following on from the seminar a report on the way forward would be prepared by the Department of Education & Science. 

Following discussion it was agreed that the Dept. of Education and Science would be added as a contributing partner to this action. 

The Board also recommended that the Department consider piloting the Department’s new policy initiative on language training in Fingal particularly given the high level of non-nationals living in the county.

Action adopted.

Action 6 Multi-agency Training for Cultural Diversity
The members noted that the substance of this action had changed since the last meeting; the action now included a focus on the Community & Voluntary Sector and Private Sector Employers as well as the State Sector. These changes were agreed.

At the suggestion of the Director it was agreed to amend the section on indicators to read as follows:

“All State agencies to have trained 50% of relevant staff by 2007”.

The action as amended was adopted. 

Action 7 Improved Cohesion Methodology in Provision of Services to Non-Nationals

Action adopted.

Action 8 Multi-Agency Training Programme on the topic of Disability
Action adopted.

Action 9 Revitalising the Traveller Economy

Colm O'Neill told the meeting that the 2nd report of the High Level Group on Traveller Issues was before the cabinet for adoption at the moment. He said that the report specifies that local authorities with a Traveller population will be required to produce a County Action Plan for the co-ordinated integrated delivery of services and supports for travellers focusing in particular on employment, accommodation, health and education. Moreover, he said the report recommends that existing structures such as the CDB’s should, as far as possible, be used to develop and monitor implementation of County Action Plans.

Action adopted. It was noted that the Department of Social & Family Affairs would be the lead in this action.

During the course of the discussion on the action Councillor Devitt raised the matter of difficulties with law enforcement on traveller sites in Fingal. The Chief Superintendent, Peter Maguire said it was the first he had heard of this and suggested that the matter be taken up formally with his office.

Action 10 Qualitative Overview and Analysis of Fingal Education Facilities and Services 

Given the lack of involvement of any of the relevant state agencies in this action to date Hilary Kendlin recommended that the action be dropped.

However following debate it was decided to retain the action but to delete the word “qualitative” on the basis that this would make the action more manageable.  

A meeting of the contributing partners is to be held before the next Board meeting to fill in the details on the action template. 

It was agreed to adopt the action as amended subject to the proviso that if there was no progress by the end of 2006 that it be dropped.

The Dept. of Education & Science agreed to lead this action.

Action 11    Health Stakeholders Forum

Jim O'Sullivan told the meeting that the Health Services Executive was committed to this action but that the issue of representation on the Forum would need to be addressed.

It was agreed that the Dept. of Social & Family Affairs would be removed from the contributing partners for this action.  

Action adopted. It was noted that Health Services Executive would be the lead agency in this action and that preparatory meetings would be held to decide composition of the Forum.

-

Action 12   Fingal Data Hub

The meeting noted that the setting up of a Fingal Data Hub was one of the draft recommendations of the Tekenable Report.

Action adopted. It was noted that Fingal Development Board would be the lead agency in this action.

Action 13 Fingal Countywide Policing Forum

It was proposed by Councillor David Healy and agreed that the chairs of three local Area Committees be added as contributing partners to the action.  

The action as amended was adopted. 

Action 14   The Fingal Way

Action adopted. It was noted that Fingal County Council would be the lead agency in this action.

Action 15 Pilot of the 'County Development Plan Matrix'

Senan Turnbull told the meeting that there had been little progress with this action since the last meeting.  He suggested that the meeting agree to the action, subject to the proviso, that if there was no progress by the end of 2006 that it be dropped.

Action adopted.

Action 16 Energy Agency

David Healy advised the members that since the last meeting a small subgroup, including Anita from the FDB, had prepared an application to Intelligent Energy Europe for EU funding for the establishment of a Fingal Energy Agency. Unfortunately given the short timescale involved it was not possible to find an appropriate organisation to be co-partners in the action and as this was a requirement of the EU it was not possible to go ahead with the application.

The action, which is now being proposed, allows for the consideration of other options in tackling energy efficiency and renewal energy options. 

Following discussion it was agreed to include the words “energy efficiency” in the last line of the Rationale.

The Action as amended was adopted.

Conclusion

Senan Turnbull thanked the staff and members of the Board for their co-operation and collaboration in the review process.

The Cathaoirleach also expressed his thanks and appreciation to the staff and to all the members who had worked so hard in attending meetings and sub-group meetings and for contributing their knowledge, experience and expertise to the process.

7. Any other business

(a) Northside Partnership

Councillor David Healy asked if the Board would consider inviting the Northside Partnership to join the Board.

It was agreed that a report on this matter would be submitted to the next Board meeting.

Agenda Items

Councillor Anne Devitt asked if members could put forward topics for discussion at future Board meetings. She argued that this would encourage cross agency co-operation and allow the Board to be a forum for discussion.

Following discussion it was agreed that members could bring up items for discussions at Board meetings but these should not be about a specific instance or event but focus on broad policy issues that would have a cross county basis; advance notice must also be given of any items which are to be raised at the meeting.

The Cathaoirleach suggested that the Board may need to introduce informal standing orders on how these items are to be dealt with at a meeting.

The meeting ended at 6.10p.m.
__________________________




______________

CATHAOIRLEACH
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