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PRESS RELEASE

 5th Oct 2006
Launch of Voter Turnout in Fingal Report

The well known journalist & broadcaster Vincent Browne, will launch a report which examines  the issue of Voter Turnout in Fingal, on Monday 9th October at 7.00pm in County Hall, Swords.

As part of its commitment to civil society and to contribute to an ongoing body of knowledge about the county, the Fingal Development Board commissioned Dr. Adrian Kavanagh (NUI Maynooth) to carry out a Marked Register Analysis on recent election results for the county. 

“Voter Turnout in Fingal in the 21st Century” offers an unprecedented level of detail on spatial variations in voter turnout levels within the county, with specific reference to the 2002 General Election and 2004 Local, European & Citizenship Referendum elections.

The report is set against the current social & political context of the fastest growing county in Ireland. A detailed picture of the differences in electoral participation is shown at the electoral division level and also between smaller geographic areas such as estates, streets & townlands. Patterns would seem to suggest that Fingal turnouts are shaped, in part, by factors such as age, population change, or mobility and social class.

The findings include the following results:

· Labour & the smaller political parties are relatively strong in some areas & are challenging the dominance of the two main parties Fianna Fail & Fine Gael.

· In terms of voter turnout levels, Fingal is similar to the rest of the Dublin region in that turnout levels for general and, especially, local elections are lower than the national average, and especially lower relative to the more rural parts of Ireland. Like other urban areas, however, it does generally have higher than average turnout levels for referendum elections. Average turnout levels in Fingal tend to be slightly higher than for the rest of the Dublin region for local and general election contests. 

· The average turnout rate in Fingal for the 2002 General Election was 59.0%; higher than the average for the entire Dublin region (57.4%) but considerably lower than the average for the Rest of Ireland (65.2%). 

· In the 2004 local elections, the average Fingal turnout (55.2%) was higher than the turnouts in Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown (54.2%), South Dublin (52.1%) and Dublin City (52.0%), but it was lower than the national average (59.9%) and much lower than the high turnouts registered in North West, Border and Midland region.

· For referendum elections, however, turnout in the Dublin North constituency area of Fingal has generally tended to exceed the national average, while turnouts in Dublin West and Dublin North East have come in around the national average, in keeping with the general trend nationally of higher urban turnouts for such electoral contests, especially in middle class urban areas. 

The production of this report is very timely in the run up to the next General Election and as a complement to recent publications by the Democracy Commission and the Task Force on Active Citizenship. 

The launch itself will be Webcast and can be accessed on www.fingalcoco.ie 

Copies of the report will be available from Tuesday 10th October from the Fingal Development Board.
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