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Fingal Development Board Website is a new resource for Communities and members of the public

The Fingal Development Board is committed to the idea of open governance, which is still a relatively new idea in Ireland, but is becoming a normal part of local and regional Government in other EU countries. This means that decisions that affect the quality of life of the general public need to be made as close to the local level as possible, with as many inputs as possible, and in as transparent a way as possible. 

“The content, design and functionality of the new website www.fdb.ie reflects all of these Governance objectives”, says Cathaoirleach of the Fingal Development Board, Councillor Ciaran Byrne.  “The Board wanted to see that the site was accessible for people with disabilities, for example, but also attractive through it’s simple uncluttered design and language. This is why it already has won three awards at development stage, one of which is the Bobby accessibility award. Users of this site will see evidence the many efforts being made by the Local Authority, the State agencies and state funded groups in Fingal to work together more effectively. The Board also provides the opportunity for these to work in partnership with Community representatives and the Business sector.”

The site is welcoming and accessible, while also reflecting the FDB corporate image. It conveys key information on various committees, and project initiatives being carried out by the executive staff. There are several opportunities in the site to give feedback or ask questions through e-mail. The page directs citizens to the member of staff most likely to be able to help or give feedback. There is also a VoxPop facility where the public can give their views of issues affecting Fingal, and this will cover a broad range of topics. The first Voxpop encourages the public to vote on their experience of the website.

“Of particular interest”, says Councillor Byrne, “is that we have the outline of the Fingal County Boundary as a watermark on every page. The fact that there are people in Fingal who are unaware of the boundary of Fingal is an impediment. An informed public is the cornerstone of good governance, and this website will certainly help that process.” 

Councillor Byrne also points out that “I’m aware that this site will reach some but not all of the citizens in Fingal. In research carried out last year for the Board it was found that only a third of the people of Fingal have home access to the internet and feel confident in using it. So we will need to continue to get this type of information out by newsletter and other means.”

For further information or copies of the newsletter contact the Fingal Development Board, Mains Court, 23 Main Street, Swords, County Fingal: info@fdb.ie or consult www.fdb.ie
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